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620.5 li. 20. le loved me, and gave : 


himſelf for me. 


The firſt preached at Stirling, on the Pr 


{MENTAL OCCASIONS, 


epara- 
tion- day before the Sacrament there, 21 - 


1739. 


The ſecond. preached Mick: before the 


Action there, y 15, 
The third at Kinclaven, Fuly zo. 
The fourth at Burntifland, Auguſt 13. 
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GALATIANS ii. 20. 


I am crucified with Chriſt : Noverthe- 
eſs I live; yet not I, but Chriſt li 
weth in ne: And the Life which 1 
now live in the Fleſb, I live by the 
Faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave bit lf for A: 


N 2 HIS Text | is like a ſtately Tree, | 

D with ſo many Branches. We may 

Ne) call it a Free of Life, and a Tree 

EN) of Love. You'll find Life is the 
| * Heart of the Tree, and Love is. 

tze Root of it. The Life of Chriſt 

18 8 Heart, and the Love of Chriſt is the Root 

of the Tree. There is ay wonderful Fence * 6 

2 $ 


* 


„ 9 TOY r 
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this Tree; it ſeems to be fenced about, as it were, 
with Death, the Death of Chriſt, which we are 


about to commemorate. The Text begins and ends 


with it, as that which inſures to the Believer both 
this Life and this Love. How is the Believer 
inſured of this Life of Chriſt? Why, ſays he, I 
am crucified with Chriſt: Nevertheleſs T live; 
yer not 1, but Chriſt. liveth in me: And the 
Life which I now live in the Fleſh, I live 
by the Faith of the Son of God — And how 
is he inſured and aſſured of this Love of Chriſt? 
Why, He. loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Oh! if we could by Faith climb up all-the 
Branches of this' Tree. 'The higher we climb, 
we will find it ay the better and the ſweeter. 
The firſt Branch of the Text is, I am cruci- 
Fed with Chriſt, Why, may one ſay, the E- 
vangeliſts tell us but of two Malefactors that 
were crucified with Chriſt, and Paul was none 
of them ; nay, by this Time he was at the Feet 
of Gamaliel, * not at the Foot of the Croſs 
on Mount Calvary; and, had he been there, he 
would rather have helped to crucify him, than 
yielded to have been crucified with him; for 
ſome Time afrer this, we find him helping to 
ſtone the firſt Martyr Stephen, by conſenting to 
his Death, and helping to crucify Chriſt in his 
Members, and perſecuting them, which made 
Chriſt ſay to him, as he was riding furiouſly 
againſt them to 5 Saul, Saul, why 
Per ſecuteſt thou me? How then could Paul 
be ſaid to be crucified with Chriſt? This I 
ſpoke to formerly ; and therefore ſhall now on- 
ly add theſe two Conſiderations, . 
| 53 | 1 | 1ſt. That 


1᷑7ff. That Chriſt, on the Croſs, was not a pris 
vate, but a publick Perſon," ting all his 
People: So that, when he died and fufftred, 

we died and ſuffered in him. As the firſt . 

dam did not ſin only for himſelf, but for all 

his natural Seed, that ſhould come of him by "of 
ordinary Generation, ſo the fecond' Adam did 
not die for himſelf at all, but for all his Seed. 

. 2dly. There is a real, N and indiſol- 
vable Union between Chriſt and all his People 
that believe in him; inſotuch that his being 
crucified, is the ſame as if they had been cru- 
cified in their Perſon. © EF ROT 
The ſecond Branch of the Text is,  Never- 

_ . thelpſs I live. It is not an Annihilation of my 
Being, but a Renovation and Reformation of 
my former Being. Though I be crucified and 

dead, yer I live a new Life. I am not what 
I was, nor whoſe I was, nor where I was. 1 
am not what I was; I am not Saul the Per- 
ſecuter, but Paul the Behever, the Profeſſor, 
the Preacher. I am not whoſe I was; I was Sa- 

tan's, but now I am Chriſt's. I am not where 1 
was ; I am living in another World, breathing in 
another Air; Ihwv. ny ur ee, 
The third Branch is, Ter not J. Not II WhO 
then? Why, what ſolemn Contradictions are here? 

I am crucsfied and dead: Then there is ar End; 
for Death is the End of all. Nay, but hear him 
again, Nevertheleſs I live. Why, this is a ſhort 
Death that is ſo ſoon reſtored to Life: *'Or © 
is he at one and the fame Time both dead and 

alive? Yes, Paul is dead, and Paul lives; 4 

live. It is not I was crucified and dend, but 

am crucified with Chriſt; 1 am dead, and yet 1 


i . 
2 living, and yet not 7: Here is another Con- 
_ tradiftion, or Paradox, not of myſelf, but bj 
the. Life of another. No Soul can animate. this 
but my own; yet neither Soul nor Body 
can Jive. but by God. Thus does he annihilat 
himſelf, that he may magnify his Maſter, — 
that Chriſt may be all in all: And ſo the 
Fourth Branch of the Text is Chriſt liveth in 
me. Chriſt is the Root and Fountain of all ſpi- 
ritual Life, having it ſo ſuperabundant in him 
{elf, that he conveys it to all his Members. Chriſt 
is ſaid to live in the Believer by Virtue of the ſpi- 
ritual Union, whereby he and they are one Spi- 
rit. The Soul doth not more properly live in 
the Body than he doth quicken both Soul and 
Chriſt is the Sun of Ri Wane peſs to the 
Soul; his Abſence leaves us dead, his Preſence 
revives us; and happy he that can ſay, Chriſt 
vet h in me. TE Ip | | 
The fh Branch is, The Life that I now 
live in the Fleſb, 1 live by the Faith of the 
Son of God. T live, and live in the Fleſh. By 
Fleſh he means not the Corruption of Nature; 
for to that he was dead when crucified with 
Chriſt, but the mortal Body. It is one Thing to 
live in the Fleſh, another to live to the Fleſh, or 
after the Fleſh. Paul did not lead ſuch a Life 
as he did before ; for that was to the Fleſh ; his 
Life now is but in the Fleſh, In the former State 
| he was dead while he lived; but now I am alive, 
ſays he. What a Mercy were it, if all here could 
fay, They live, before they go hence, and ceaſe 
living? It is never too ſoon to begin to live. 
But what fort of a Life is it? I live, ſays he, by 
the Faith of the Son of God. Here is * I 
ive; 


Faith; Grace and Truth came 


| live; he wes very fare of: "OE au 
Lr I live; yet not I. but Chriſt lineth-in 

; and here again, T live. Well, here is the 
| Melia of this Life, 7 l;ve by Faith, by the Faith 
_ of 4 of Son of God. We live pri mari iy and pra: 
perly by Chriſt, as the Body by the Wy ont a 
mediately and inſtrumentally Y Faith, as 
Spirits which are the Bode Soul and 


e that hath the 3 bath Lie; he that bath - 
| Faith oy 0 1 AG this 
re further 1s the on given to 
Faith. It is called, T. "he eſgaation g the. Son of 

God; becauſe, 1ſt. He is the Revealer of it. $4 


ther Nature nor the Law t op abe Door c : 


us Chriſt, 
Jobn' 1. 19, 18. No Man hath. een at any 


N the only begotten Sun, which is in the 
oſom of the. Father, he hath declared him. 
He is the 8 and. Favourer of Faith. 
There is nothing more acceptable to him. When 
he finds it Ne in any Man or Woman, he is 
readytoſay,O Man, O Woman, great is thy Faith, 
be 17 to thee even as thou ail]! zaly. He is the 
Author of Faith; he is both the Seeker and the 


Giver of it, Faith is the Gift of God; and he 13 | 


that calls us to believe, he only works it in us. 5 
athly. He is the Increaſer of it; therefore. the _ 
Diſciples pray, Lord, #ncreaſe our Faith, He 

that gives it, gives the Increaſe of it. 5thly. He 
is the Finsſber of Faith; both the - and 
Finiſher, Heb. xu. 2. He that begins this goed | 
Work, he perfects the Work of Faith with 
Power. St hy. He is the Object of Faith. Faith 
deſires 70 know nothing but Chriſt and him cru- 
. On theſe Accounts it may be called zhe 


"FP | 
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r N 
_ * 


N 22 
* 
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the Object 


Perſon; he is the Son of God, a Perſon of Q- 
lity, and of ſuch Quality as to be equal With 
God the Father, higber b han the Oe Fab X 
the faithful. 
Nite, the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 
Ipha and Omega, the Beginning and the 


Ours 1 the and wit hout End, 


2 A 
End, which was, and which is, and which is 


And then the Object of Faith is deſeribed from 


his Works, He, loved me, and gave himſelf for 


+ The ſixth Branch of the Text. The Apoſtle 


bad, in the preceeding Words, challenged Chriſt | 
for his own, I am crucified with Chriſt, and 


Py 


live; yet not T, but Chrift liveth in me; in me. 


He ingroſſes him to himſelf, as if he were his 
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Fuirb of be Son of God; where again you haus 


of Faith deſcribed from his glorious 2 


70 come, the Almighty, he who hath un bis | 
Veſture and on his Thigh this Name written, 


'-own and no Man's elſe. And rhe Life'T live 


is by rhe Faith of the Son of God, who is like 


mine; for he loved me, and gave him of 


For me. It is the noble Art of Faith to c 


many Te and me's, I am crucified with Chriſt: 
-Newertheleſs I live; yet not J but Chriſt, 


(ny lives in ne: And the Life F live is by 
the 


"the Faith of the Son of God, æuho loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me; a ſhort Sentence: But the 


whole Scripture, and all Evangelical Comfort is 
conceived in it, as if the Apoſtle had ſtudied to 


:lenge Chriſt for its own, and that with an Tand 
a me, as if none elſe were concerned but itſelf. 
And hence this whole Verſe is made up of ſo 


wrap up all the Words in one Word; in which } 
EE | two } 


( 


Fs, Hnagnifies tlie Love, ſo che Quality of the Gier 


apnificsthe Gift; and the Worthineſs and Excel- 
len of the Perſon will appear, if you conſider him, 
-asa Man; he took on our Nature, and here even in 
its loweſt Degree. It is a Wonder, that Man ſfiould 
giye himſelf for Man; for ſcarcely for a rigbte. 
0% Man will one die, Rom. v. 7. But, this Man 
gave himſelf for the unrighteous. Conſider him 
again as a | pp Man, an innocent Man. Pilate 
was obliged to own, what his Wife faid, that he 
was a juſt Man; and God the Father owns him 
to be his righteous Servant. It was this righteous 
one, that gave himſelf. Conſider him again as a 
great Man, Royally deſcended from the ancient 
Patriarchs, and Kings of Judah, the true born 
King of the ewvs, as Pilate ſtiles him, and could 
not, would not alter it. The leaſt Part of bis 
Difſgrace had been too much for one of a meaner. 
Deſcent: Let this Man, this good Man, this great 
Man gave himſelf to the greateſt Calumnies and 
8 for us. Yea, but further, conſider him 
as more than a Man; not only the greateſt of 
Men, but greater than the greateſt, fairer than 
the faireſt ; fairer than the Children of Men; for 
he was the Son of God, as the Centurion acknow- 
ledged him, even when hanging TR Croſs: 
Truly this was rhe Son of God : This Man was 
the great God, Tit. iii. 13. our Saviour; the 
great God, who e for us, &c. It is 
true, it is ſaid, the Father gave him, ohn iii. 
16. God fo loved the World, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, &c. and he ſpared him not, 
but delivered him up for us all, Rom. viii. 33. 
But, we ſee, what Chriſt ſays, Zobnv. 18. What- 
ſoever the Father 12 the ſame TEIN 
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 4nagnificstlic Love, fo che Quality of the Citer 


apnifiesthe Gift; and the Worthineſsand Excel. 

5 b of the Perſon will appear, if you conſider hin, 
-asa Man; he took on our Nature, and here even inn 
its loweſt Degree. It is a Wonder, chat Man ſnould 
giye himſelf for Man; for ſcarcely for a 12g hte. 

ng Man will one die, Rom. v. 7. But, this Man - 
gave himſelf for the unrighteous. Conſider him 

again as a good Man, an innocent Man. Pilate 
was obliged to own, what his Wife ſaid, that he 
was a juſt Man; and God the Father owns him 
to be his righteous Servant. It was this righteous 
one, that gave himſelf, Conſider him again as a 

great Man, Royally deſcended from the ancient 

Patriarchs, and Ein s of Judah, the true born 

King of the ems, as Pilate ſtiles him, and could 
not, would not alter it. The leaſt Part of his 
Difgrace had been too much for one of a meer 
Deſcent: Let this Man, this good Man, this great” 
Man gave himſel / to the greateſt Calumnies and 
Cruefties for us. Tea, but further, conſider him 
as more than a Man; not only the greateſt of 
Men, but greater than the greateſt, fairer than 
the faireſt ; fairer than the Children of Men; for 
he was the Son of God, as the Centurion acknow- 
ledged him, even when hanging _ the Croſs: 
' Truly this was rhe Son of God : This Man was 
the great God, Tit. iii. 13. our Saviour; the 
great God, who e for us, &c. It is 

true, it is ſaid, the Father gave him, ohn iii. 

16. God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, &c. and he ſpared him not, 

but delivered him up for us all, Rom. viii. 33. 

But, we fee, what Chriſt fays, 7obnv. 18. What- 
ſoever the Father 112 the ſame Things doth - 
| rhe 
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be Son. The Love, then, of the Father, ing 
1 


.ving his Son, doth not extenuate, but — 


— ( 18 ) 
the Riches of Chriſt's Mercy, who alſo gave him- 

elf for us, Gal. 1. 4. and, according to. the Fa- 
ther's Will, became obedient unto Death, even 


the Death of the Croſs. Here then is a Depth 


beyond ſounding, that ſuch a great one gave him- 
ſelf. Here, all Tongues may be dumb, and Ad- 
miration may ſeal up our Lips. et te 
. 2dly, Notice the Action 6 1 wing, he gave : 
He was not compelled to die, * he gave him- 
ſelf”; I lay down my Life f my ſelf, fol x. 18. 
He that alone gives Lite to us, gave up his Life 
for us. This Giving imports t . 
and Freeneſs af the Action: He gave himſelf 
freely, for what's freer than a Gift? He did not 
ſell himſelf, nor ſet himſelf, nor let himſelf, nor 
lend himſelf, but he gave himſelf: It ſhews his 
kind Diſpoſition. He gave N willingly, not 
conſtrainedly, but voluntarily. No Hand could 
cut that Stone from the Quarfic of Heaven. No 
Violence could pull him from the Boſom of the 
Father: Nay, but he came leaping upon Moun- 
tains, Song 11. 8. He came finging, and faving, 
Lo, T come, &c. Pſal. xl. 8. Heb. x. 5, 6,7. There 
was no Neceſſity lying upon him, but the Neceſ- 
fity of Love; and x a 1 — Paction with his 
Father: And when it came to the Puſh, Peter, 
ſays he, Put up thy Sword, T' let none fight 
for ne, otherwiſe I could command Legions of 
Angels to appear this Moment on my Side: 
But I came to give my Life a Ranſom for many, 
and I am reſolved to go on with my Work; there- 
fore I will not \:ffer an Angel from Heaven to 
ſtir from his Poſt on my Behalf, nor ſhall N. 
| an 
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Man 
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Man on Earth hinder me in this Work. Oh! 
What a free Giver was here? But a ſingle Word 

from him founder'd the Forces that were ſent a- 

gainſt him; when he ſaid, but, I am be, they 

retired and fell backward: And, bya ſingle Word, 
he could have ſhot them dead, as with an Arrow 

of Omnipotency; but Oh! he was a free A- 


zdly. What gave he, or, whom gave he? e- 


ven himſelf. What did he give? not corruptible 
Thing, fuch as Silver and Gold: No, all the 
Treaſures of the World cannot deliver one Soul. 
Not the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, Heb. ix. 
12. All theſe legal Sacrifices were but dumb 
Signs of this Tragedy, the mere Figure of this 


Donation. Not the Merit or Mediation of Men, 


* | gl 2 b 0 
or Saints: No, Saints on Earth are Sinners, and 
have no more Oy] than will ſerve their own 


Lamps, but none to ſpare. Saints in Heaven re- 
ceive a Palm in their Hand for themſelves, bur, 
they have none to pive again; What gave he? 


Not any glorious Angel; behold, he puts no 


Truſt in theſe Servants of his; he charges them 
with Folly. The Heavens are not clean in his 
Sight. The bleſſed Angels are not fit to mediate 
between finite Offenders, and an infinite Judge; 
nor can they be touched with the feeling of our 
Infirmities, as he, that aſſumed our Nature, and 
was in all Points tempted, as we are, yet without 
Jin, Heb. iv. 15. Well, when no Gift in Earth 


or Heaven could be available, he gave himſelf, 


and that in reſpect of his Perſon and his Paſſion. 
(1) He gave þ 'mſelf, in reſpect of his Perſon, 


/ 


He gave himſelf wholl5, his whole Perſon, while, 
as God, he farisfied 3 2 8 as Man, he ſuffered; 
| 2 


and, 
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and, as God-man, he ſaved: And hence, God is 
taid to redeem bis Church with his own Blood; 
Acts xx. 28. And Men are ſaid, to have crudi- 
fied the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 11. 8. H gave 


"himſelf alone, without a Partner or Co- adjutant, 


for, of the People, there were none with. him, 
Iſaiah Ixiii. 3. He rrods the Wine-prefs alone. 


(2.) He gave himſelf in reſpect of his Paſſion and 
Suffering. He gave himſelf a Sacrifice to ſa- 
tisfy infinite Fuſttce, Eph. v. 2. He gave him- 
ſelf a Ranſom, 1 Tim. Ii. 6. and a Ranſom for 
many, Matth. xx. 28. He gave himſelf an O 


Fering, his Soul an Offering for Sin, Iſaiah liii. 


10. 1 Pet. iii. 10. Heb, 1x. 14. He gave hin- 
ſelf a Propitiation, Rom. iii. 25. not only, that 
. e might be ſatisfied in puniſhing, but glo- 
rified in pardoning Sin, He gave himſelf an A. 
tonement, that we might joy in God through 


Cyhriſt, by whom wwe recaive the Atonement, 
Rom. v. 11. All theſe are different Expreſſions 


of his Sufferings, pointing out the main End and 
Defign of his Death, to be Sin, to be a Curſe 


for us, that we might be made the Ri zhteouſneſs 


of God through him. And he that thus gives 


himſelf for us, he, in due Time, gives himſelf to 


us, with all his Purchaſe, all his Rickes, all his 


Fulneſs of Grace and Glory; and for this End, 


he gave himſelf : O wonderful Gift ! He gave 
himſelf Greater is the Work of Redemption, 
than that of Creation: There he was a G:ver ; 
but here he is the Git. Y 

4thly. For whom did he give himſelf ? For me, 


ſays Paul in his own Name; and for us ſays Paul 


in our Name, Gal. i. 4. and for us, TH. ii. 14. 
Who 


For whom: ' Nos for 9 4 


us, 3 


8 for my Step, John X. 15 


Aw want n 7% p95 h 


Gal. Neu x 5 


us, there is a three-fold View we axe to 


this Part of the Text; For me, or, as it is in o- 


ther Texts, For us. (1) We way view it with 

Reference to the Divine Ordination from Ray: 

And thus for me and for us, reſpects all tl 
Ele, of whom Chriſt fas, 1 lay down my 1 


Soong: the Foundation a the World, Eph. 1. 
(2. ) YL ou may view it -with Reference to the 22 
ving Application of this Redemption in Time. 


Where this Applications 18 alrea y made, then 


the Perſons that are thꝭ Subjects thereof are Be- 
hevers, and their Faith Cp Fruit of that elect. 


ing and redeeming Love; for ſays Chriſt, 4 


that the Father hath given me, ſpall come to 
me, John vi. 37. And as many 4s were 
ed ro Eternal Life ſhall believe, Acts xiii. 4 
In this Senſe for me, reſpects all actual Baie: 
vers. (3.) Another View 1 it is with Reference 


to the general indefinite Diſpenſation of the Go- 


ſpel, wherein it is ſaid, He gave himſelf. for 1 M03 


Now u a N great C _ 
” Concerto : 


heſe are choſen in bom 


and lo it * Sinners o all Sorts, to wi "0M | 


622) 
the Goſpel comes. This is the Medium between 
the two former, and the Mean whereby God 
brings about his Eternal Purpoſe of Love toward 
his Elect, and makes them believe in him, name- 
by, by this general Diſpenſation of his Grace un- 
to all: By which Means he catches his Elect, and 
leaves the reſt inexcuſeable in their wilful En- 
mit. e Iu E 
05 The general Diſpenſation of the Goſpel con- 
cerning Chriſt giving himſelf for us, reſpects all 


Sinners that hear the Goſpel. Hence the Goſpel 


ou hear, is 1 Cor. xv. 1, 3. That Chriſt led 
or our Sins, according to the Kripture. 


| i Rom. v. 6. that he died for the 2 2 1 Pet. 


Iii. 18. that he ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt. 
Mat. xviii. 11. and Luke x1x. 10. that he came 
ro ſeek and ſave that which was loſt. 1 Tim. 
1. 15. that he came to ſave Sinners; yea, and 
Rebels and Enemies, Pſalm Ixviii. id. And 
hence in the Goſpel he brings near his Righ- 
teou/ * to them that are ſtout-Hheurted and far 
from Righteouſneſs, Wa. xlvi. Iaſt. And this 


is the Goſpel we are commanded to preach to 


firſt View of the Words, He gave him- 
ſelf for ne, ſhews who they are that will cer- 
tainly claim the Benefit of Chriſt's Death, and 


er Ink Mark xvi. 15. © 
wa 


It! have the Poſſeſſion of it, namely, the Elef. | 


he ſecond ſhews who they are that do actually 
claim it, and ſo have the Poſſeſſion, namely, 
Believers. The third ſhews who they are that 
may warrantably rake Poſſeſſion, namely, all 


Sinners of Mankind that ſee their Need of + 


Chriſt, and hear that he gave himſelf for us Sin- 
ners. Upon the Warrant of the Goſpel-Offer, 
As ſaying, 


| 
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ſaying, Whoſoever. will, let; him come; every oth | © 


here, ſaying,” He loved me, and gave. 


for Ws; 04755 2 


may come by Faith, and put in with — a 
Queſt. In which of theſe Views is Chriſt te 


Object of a Sinner's Faith, fo as he may ſa 


lay for 
== 2 gave himſelf for me Anſwer, In the 


View of it. As it reſpects the Divine Pre- 
ordination, and concerns the Elect, this Doctrine 
of Chriſt's giving himſelf for us, is not the firſt 
Object of any Man's Faith; {for who are elect is 
a Secret, and ſecret Things belong to God, and 


not to us. The ſerond View of this Doctrine of 


Chriſt's giving himſelf for me, or for us, as it 
reſpects the powerful Application of Chriſt's 


Death, and concerns Believers; neither is this 


the Object or Ground of every Man's Faith, na 

nor of any Man's Faith, but rather the Obje 

of the Believer's Senſe and Feeling, after he hath 
believed. But the third View of this Doctrine 
of Chriſt's giving himſelf for us, as it reſpects 
the general Dupenſation of the | Goſpel, that 
Chriſt gave himſelf for, and came to ſave Sin- 


ners, this is the Ground and Object of their 


Faith; for Faith comes by bearing this Goſpel 
Doctrine, as it is generally . Re 
Faith comes not by hearing that Chriſt came 
to {ave the Elect; for ok Election cannot 
be the Ground of a general Invitation. There is 
here no viſible Ground for the Sinner to fix up- 
on: Nor does the Sinner's Faith come by hear- 


ing that Chriſt came to ſave Believers, to com- 
pleat their begun Salvation; for as he came not 


to find them Believers, but to make them Belie- 
vers, ſo this limited particular Doctrine cannot be 


the 
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de Wundarzön of an unlimited generul Call: 


* Faith comes by hearing this Gofpel- Doctrine 


Qhrift came td ſave Sinners, and gave him- 
{lf for them. This encourages them to venture 
their Salvation upon him, that he ſpeaks to them 
Mürren... 
Let no Sinner here then exclude himſelf from 
the Beneſit of this Goſpel, and from making that 
particular Application here, He loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me, by ſaying either I know 
2 I be an Elect, or I know not if I be a Be- 
iever, and fo I know not if Chriſt died for me, 

1 gave himſelf for me in particular: This is 
to miſtake the Grdund and Object of Faith: 
For as Salvation in God's Purpoſe to the Elect is 
not the Ground of Faith, * Salvation in Poſ- 
ſeſſion by the Behever ts not the Ground of Faith, 
but Salvation in the Word of Grace and Goſpel- 
Offer; ſo Chriſt's Death, as deſigned in God's 
Purpoſe, is not the firſt Object of any Man's 
Faith, nor his Death, as applied to Behevers in 
particular; but his Death, as declared in the 
ord, in its Relation to Sinners in general, is 
the Goſpel- Revelation, and the glad News that 
comes to Sinners Ears, and this joined with the 
particular Command to every one to believe in 
this Zeſus, as dead and crucified for him, to build 


his Faith and Hope of Salvation upon. 


The Queſtion here then is not, Are you an 
Elect or not? Nor is it, Are you a Believer or 


not ? But the Queſtion is, Are you a Sinner that 


needs a Saviour? And is he manifeſting his Love 
and Grace, and giving himſelf in the Goſpel- 
Offer to you? Then, upon the Warrant of this 


Word of Salvation ſent ta you, you may ſay, 


with 
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bich particular Application to yourſelf, Ze oz 
ved me, and gave PR, Tor. wes. Ott 
It is not Chriſt in the Decree that you are to 
look to, while you know not that you are e- 
lected; this is to go too far back: Nor is ĩt 
Chriſt in the Heart, or in Poſſeſſion, you are to 

look to, while you know not that you are a Be- 
liever; this is to go too far forward: But it is 

Chriſt in the Word becauſe you know you are a 


Sinner, and Chriſt a Saviour held forth to you 
Look to me, and be ſaved, Kc. 


„ % 


there, {a ing, a 0 
This is the Way 1 htg wc two former; yea, and 
the Way to ſecure them both; the only ſafe Way. 


Having thus explained the Text, I come to 


make Application ; and, iſt. By Way of _ - 
Information. Hence we may fee; (1:) The 
marvellous Love of Chriſt, and of God in Chriſt 


towards Sinners, and his marvellous Kindneſs in 


diſcovering this Love ſo effectually to ſome, as 
to make them ſee and ſay, He loved me. When 
God would manifeſt his Power, he makes a 


World; when he would manifeſt his Juſtice, he 


makes a Hell: But when he would manifeſt his 
Love, he makes the Son of his Love appear in 
our Fleſh, that the Word being made Fleſh, we 


may behold is Glory, as the Glory of the.only 


begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth, 
full of Love and Mercy to miſerable Sinners. 


(2.) Hence ſee the marvellous Proof and De- 


monſtration that Chrift hath given of his LOT, 


He gave himſelf for me. Here is Love indeed, 


in his giving himſelf into the Hands of Juſtice 


to ſuffer for us, as I might ſhew, in his Body, in 

his Soul, in his Natures, Names, States and 
Offices, and from all os Si from the RES y 

Eno Ls an 
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Hand of Diſciples, while one betrayed, and ano- 
ther denyed, and all forſook him; from the wic- 
ked Hands of e and Romans, that ſlew him; 
from the malicious Hand of the Devil, che old 
Serpent, that bruiſed and bit at his Heel; but 
eſpecially from the juſt Hand of God the Law- 
_ giver, exacting the Debt he engaged to pay in 
the Eternal Tranſaction, Ir pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe him. And thus he ſuffered all the Hell 
that a finite Being, ſupported by the infinite God- 
head, could bear, and all to fulfil Scripture Types 
and Prophecies, to ſatisfy Juſtice, to endure the 
Threatning, to ſecure the Promiſe, to deſtroy 
Death, and to zake away Sin. Oh! the glori- 
ous Deſign and the vaſt Dimenſion of Chriſt's - 
_  Sufferings ſhew the ' vaſt Dimenſion of his Love, 
bw he loved, and how he continues ſtill to love; 
for tho? his Suffering be at an End, yet his Sym- 
pathy continues: His Paſſion laſts but a While, 
a his Compaſſion is everlaſting. * 
- © .(3.) Hence ſee the infinite Evil of Sin, which 
nothing could expiate but Chriſt's giving him- 
elf a Sacrifice for us. We may ſee the Great- 
nels of the Sore by the Greatneſs of the Plaiſter. 
Alas! the Evil of Sin is not ſeen: We are ready 
to think it no worſe than as a Knife to cut our 
Fingers; but ſee it as the Sword all over red 
with the Blood of Chriſt. To think light of Sin, 
1s to think light of Chriſt and his Blood, | 
(.A.) See the infinite Juſtice of God, and his 
Severity againſt Sin ; for Chriſt gave himſelf for 
our Sine, and Juſtice would accept of no leſs Sa- 
_crifice, Chriſt prays the Cup might paſs from 
him, if poſſible, but Juſtice was inexorable (and 
what a Mercy was it, that Chriſt alſo was * 
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rable in his Love?) yet he was in ſuch a Situati. . } 
on, that it was not poſſible he could be.fpared;, 
tho' he was the eternal Son of God, his Blood 
muſt go; but Chriſt was voluntary, Tho' the 
Cup was bitter, and made him tremble to look ; 
gat it; yet; lays he, if I drink it not, they muſt, 
| and Oh! it will poiſon and kill them for ever; 
but tho? it kill me, I can quicken myſelf againz 
f Therefore come with it, Farher. „3 
(.) Hence ſee the dreadful State of unbelie- _ . 
ving, impenitent Sinners, that live and die tram 
pling under Foot this Blood of Chrift, and ne- 
gle ing this great Salvation. Wo will be to them © + 
that have not the Blood of Chriſt pleading for © 
them; but Wo upon Wo will be to them that have | 
this Blood of Chriſt pleading againſt them. It 
God would not hearken to the Prayer of his Son, 
When he ſaid, Fit be poſſible let this Cup paß, 
how will he hearken to the Voice of Chriſt- reject. 
ing Sinners? Is it poſſible that the Cup of Wrath _} 
can paſs from them? No, they muſt drink it for 
ever themſelves. 7 F 
(.) Hence ſee the Excellency and approprie- 
ting Quality of Faith, It takes Hold of Chriſt 
in his Love, and the Proof of this Love, as 
_ - manifeſted in the Word, and ſays, Oh! here 
is a Love-Letter from Heaven, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, bearing an Account of his Love, and 
the greateſt Proof of his Love; and I ſee the 
Letter is backed, and indorſed for me a guilty / 
Sinner, me 7he Chief of Sinners; and the Let- | 
ter bears a Command to me to receive this Lo- 
ver to myſelf, and that I believe his Love and 
the Proof of his Love with Application to my- 
{elf ; And therefore even ſo I take him, and truſt  } 
F DS —_—_ 
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upon his Word, that he loved me, and gave him- 
| 57 for me. This Faith is the Gift of. God, 
and the Work of God by the Power of he E- 
rernal Spirit, mixing With the h of his 
Word of Grace and Love. This Faith comes 
not by feeling of his Love, that may be the 
Fruit of Faith; but it comes by the hearing of 
his Love; the Spirit in the Day f Power | 
makes Impreſſions on the Heart by the Wort; 
but the Ground of Faith is not theſe. Impreſſi- 
ons on the Heart; for the Object of Faith is 
not. Chriſt working on the Heart, but Chriſt 
ſpeaking in the Word: Therefore hear what he 
FO 5 of his Love to you, O Sinner, and 
thence draw the Concluſion, he loved you, and : 
gave himſelf for you, ee Ley 
Examination. Try then whether you be true 
Believers of this Love, and fo have a Right to 
the Love-Feaſt. Try if you have believed this 
Goſpel with Ay The Gotpel-Decla- 
ration is, he loved us Sinners, and gave himſelf 
for us; Faith's Application is here, He Ioved me, 
and gave himſelf for me. I ſhall not fay, that 
erery true Believer wins to ſay this expreſly, and 
that they are not true Believers that cannot fay it 
expreſly; but I am ſure every true Believer can 
Tay it upon the Matter, when Faith is in Exer- 
cite, and Faith hath ſomething of this Language 
in the Boſom of it. And for trying if ever you 
believed thus with particular Application, you 
may examine by theſe following Queſtions. _ 
(1.) Have you got a View of your loſt State 
and Condition by Nature, and ſo of your abſolute 
Need of Chrift, becauſe of this fad State you 
were in? Have you ſeen that it was a deſtitute 
State, 
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of the Saviour, and of his Love and 


_ 


don; Peate and Life? A goilty State, wherein 


you lay open to God's everlaiting Wrath: A 1 5 
dh) State, wherein you found your Heart a Sink _ 
of Sin and Wickedneſs : A wretched State, where- 


in you was out of all Capacity to help yourſelf. 
and had.no Ability to 1 5 to Chriſt tor uy 


Have you got a particular afflictive View of al 
this 7 Tf not, then ydu have not yet believed this 


Goſpel with Application, That Chriſt laved you, 
the 


ay is ſo far paved. 
(z.) Have you got a Vi 


s 


ig and dying? For it is he that ſees the Son, that 
believeth on him. Have you got a clear View 
of him, as it were with open Face? > Cor. iii. ule. 


and gave ſe far you: But if you aye then = 
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out Hope, without Reg breouſneſs, wit bout Par. 
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in the Reality and Glory of his Perſon, Natures © + 
and Offices, and Commiſſion to ſave Sinners, and 


of his Readineſs and Ability to fave you? Have | 


you got a particular View of him to your o. G 


Soul? Hath he been revealed not only u yu, as 
a Saviour for Sinners, but in you, as a Saviour 


for you, Gal. i. 162 I ſpeak now, not I 
TKS OT 


of the Grounds of Faith, but of the 

Faith. Have you got a powerful View of him, 
ſuch as hath drawn your Heart to him? This is 
the true teaching of God, that cauſes the Soul 
come to Chriſt, 7% vi. 44. 
vine Teaching and Drawing, been made to re- 
ceive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, as held forth in the 
Goſpel, ſo as to lay your own particular Salvati- 


on from Sin and Wrath over. upon bim? Have 


54 
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(3.) Have you, under the Influence of this Di- 


1 
E - and came to ſave Sinners; together with the par- 
: ticular Invitation, Come to me whoſoever will ? 
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you been made to do this upon the Warrant of the 


general Declaration, that he gave himſelf for, 


ve you, upon this Warrant, been determin'd 

rerfull ly and pleaſantly to caſt thy ſelf over u- 
pon him, as a blind Sinner, for Wiſdom to thee ; 
as a guilty Sinner, for Righteouſneſs to thee ; as 
a filthy Sinner, for Sanctification to thee; as a 


; miſerable Sinner, for Redemption to thee ? Then 


thou haſt, in Effect, believed, that be loved thee, - 
and gave himſelf for thee ; for this is imported 
in your applymg im thus to your ſelt. 
(4 If you have truly believed, that he loved 

you, and gave himſelf for you, then the Faith 


of this Love will work Love, and purify the 
Heart, Acts xv, 9. Hence, this. Faith melts 
down the Heart ſometimes into godly Sorrow for 


Sin; Zec b. xii. 10. Ty ſhall look upon him, 
whom they have pierced, and mourn. And it 


influences the Mortification of Sin, Gal. v. 24. 


Hence, the Soul reckons it ſelf wretched, on ac- 


count of the Remains of Sin, Rom. vii. 24. 0 


avretched Man, that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
fyom the Body of this Death! Does this Faith 


| conſtrain you to a holy Goſpel Obedience, inſo- 


much, that having received him, you walk in 
him, Col. ii. 6. and live daily by the Faith of 
the Son of God, and in the Faith of his Love ; 
as in the Text? Does this Faith make you deſire 
and-endeavour to live to him that died for yon? 
2 Cor v. 15. Theſe Four, put together, are infal- 
lible Marks of Faith, and of this Faith particu- 
larly, that be loved you, and gave himſelf for 
you: Where theſe are wholly wanting, there is no 


true Faith. | Exhbor- 


a1 
Ly FRabioraation.. Dia Chrif 3 god} n 
r $82)" Then," > SRO 
ve him, and give our ſelves to him: Can we 
beſtow our ae better than upon him? O we 
| have but two Mites to give, our Soul and od Yo 5 
and ſhall we withhold them from Him, th ws 
nitely- great and glorious Him, that gave hin = 
For us? It was ſweetly Aid of one, I oweto 
all that 1 am, for my Con) ; What ſhall Igive 
further for my Redemption? In my Creation, he 
gave me to my ſelf, and in my Redemption, he 
| gov himſelf to me, and reftored*me'to my ſelf. 
e are boug ht with a Price ; therefore we ought 
to glorify him in our Souls and Bodies that ate 
| his. Ohl may we give him our Hearts that loved 


us, and gave imſelf for us: And may e give E 


him all our Heart Luſts to be killed b 
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revenge the Blood of our deareſt Lord upon 4 . 


deareſt Luſts, b kill them, for Ii 
Lord of Glory. N e 


(2. ) Did Chrift love and give bim elf forn us? 


Then let us my y give our ſelves for him, as 
well as 70 him, 


he call us to it. Do you believe, that He. gave 


himſelf for you ? Here is a hard Queſtion; Are ; 
= willing to die for him that died for you? 


e ought to be Martyrs in Purpoſe, and i al- 
led, to Teal bis Truth with our Blood, to be Mar- 
tyrs indeed, as well as in Reſolution, We haye 
not yet reſiſted unto Blood, but bloody Nays may | 

be a-coming, wherein. Chrift will call Our 
Blood, and our Life for him, and ought we not 


to be willing to ſuffer for him, that Jobe 4s, nd 
gave 0 7 for us? O How will Ne Fen⸗ 


ture.our when we wil . hardly venture. 4 
| R 


ay down our Life for him, FF - 


* him, and 8 ze 2 


a Word for him? How will we face a'Scaffol, 
to confeſs with our Death, if we dare not face a 
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Living, for kim and kis Cauſe 2. How will we. 


venture our Blood, when we will Bac Rs e 
caftold, 


Court or a Council, to confeſs him with our 

(3.) Did he love us, and give himſelf for us? 
Then may we not be encouraged to expect much 
at the Hand of this glorious Zover, this glorious 
Grver ? May not Faith and Hope look that he 
will, in Zove and Mercy, give us all that we 
need? Since he gives vinſe; „What will he not 
give ? Rom. viii. 32. He that ſpared not his 


own Son, but delivered him up for us all ; How. 


Pall he not, with him, alſo freely give us all 
T hings? So, may we ſay, he that ſpared not 
Bimſe , but freely gave hi molt up for us all 
How will he not, with himſelf irs ive us a 


Things? We need not fear the putting him to too 


2 


much Trouble in any Thing we want: What, 


Will he deny, that denied not himſelf? Nay, he 


is exalted, to give us what Grace and Aero 


we need, Acts v. 31. We may be hopeful Seek- 
ers of great Things from him, who is ſuch a hear- 


Giver of great Things, he Joved me, and gave 
;mſelf for 8 You N ſeek great Thin 7 Be- 
liever, eſpecially at his Table; for you ought 
ſurely to go there, and commemorate this Love 
of his to you, in giving himſelf for you, and 
there feed upon his Zove, and feed upon his Gift, 


that is, upon himſelf, who is both the Gift and 


» Grover. Do this in Remembrance of him; 


and there let your Faith and Hope be more and 


more encouraged and ſtrengthned. But theſe Ad- 
vices, ſay you, belong to ſuch, as can 1 ay, ” 
25 | ; ove 
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? 'Then, Sinners, in for war fr this | 
Grace, and of the Ben of Chris eee 


Faith accept of this lov ng and. 
o held bone to you in this ad. 5 72 Ker 
Mall T fee this L e of his to me? 5 
r 
cular ? In 4% not ak to N | 
of God Cowietlen 


or the Love if you have no 
of Sin, or Appre ertfions of the Wrath of God 
& your Duc? Fig of 1 7 and Love 


to you, wilt be Faber; ſpeak of Re: 

conciliatien to n that never Ne ht they were 
Enemies; of Healing, tb chern Has are not fick's 
of Liberty, to them that are not Priſoners, is bur 
loft og Or to fpeak of Salvation, to them 
that are not loſt, or were never brought to that 


ee What ar” F do to be faded? $4 29 


88 to believe the Loy | 
God * in the Goſpel, T would call yo Fo 
to believe the Wrath of Goa manifefted inthe 
Law. This Wrath of God is reveaFd from 
Heaven againft all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufs 
fiefs of Men: And Oh ! that the 8 Veit of God 
would convince you of Sin; and N K du fee, that 
ou are lying at the v Niouch of Heil, re 
tumble into the Pit of eternal Torment 3. tors E 
Curſed is every one, that tontinuerh not in 
Things, orirten in the Book of the Low, ca 
du them. 
Bur, if ou be. convicted of this curſed State 
you are in a by the'Sentence of God's Law, ant 


E enquiry | 


Ke? . 


}\ 
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enquiring, O! Where is the Love and Mercy .off 
God to be {een ? Why, let me ask you, Where, 
do you ſee the Wrath of God, but in the Law, 
which is a Word of Wrath, and of Wrath to you 
in particular, ſaying, ” Curſed is every one, &c. 2 
Even ſo Where may you ſee the Love and Mercy, 
of God, but in the Goſpel, which is a Word of: 
Grace and Love to you, and to you in particular, 
ſaying, Jeſus Chriſt came 9 Chriſt 
hath redeem'd us from the Curſe of the Law, be- 
ing, made a Curſe for us? Now. the Word of a 
9 * in 15 Law 5 your belies, | 
ing his Wrath againſt you, and yau in particular; 
855 ſo the Word 5 God in the Go- 
ſpel, accompanied with a particular Command 0 
believe in Feſus, warrants your believing his 
Grace, Love, and Mercy to you, and to you in 
particular; and, upon this Ground, you may fay 


with Paul, He loved me, and gave hinſelf for, 


" | 7 I IG UOEI unla 
The Object of the Sinner's Faith, as was faid, 
is not Chriſt in the Decree giving himſelf for 
the Elect, nor Chriſt in Poſſẽſſion given already 
- to Believers, but Chriſt in the Word and Goſpel- 
_ diſpenſation giving himſelf for Sinners; and Sin · 
ners are to ſeek after him in this Word, ; You 
need not ſay, Who will aſcend to Heaven, and 
bring Chriſt down, and tell me whether I be e- 
lected or not? Or, Who will deſcend to the 
Deep, to bring Chriſt 12 * of my Heart, and 
tell me, whether I be a Believer already nor not? 
The Marks of Faith, that I have offered, may 
tell you, whether you be a Believer or not: But 
confound not the Marks of Faith with the 
Grounds of Faith, thinking, becauſe you 17 70 


| P - . 
g | 2 N | 3 ( 33 j FR. | a xt 
| the Marks, you have no Ground to believe. Nay, 
tho? you were deſtitute of all the Marks of Faith, 
and had all the Marks of Unbelief, yea, all the 
Marks of Reprobation, to your View, About you, 
yet you havea ftanding Ground of Faith to Build 
upon; the Marks of Faith a Believer may find 
Within him; but the Grounds are to be found 
without you in the Word; and the beſt Believer 
in the World cannot find a Ground of Faith with- 
in him, but he is forced to go out of himſelf to 
the Word fbr them. you may try and ſeek the 
Marks of Faith within you, if they be to be had; 
ſuch as Repentance, Love, Humility, Holineſs, 
Kc. But, if you were to ground your Faith upon 
theſe, your Faith would Don want a Ground ng 
Foundation: You are to ſeek the Ground and 
Warrant for Faith in the Word only, or Chriſt 
i OOOY Y 
Now, as a great Gift does not inrich a Beggar 


* unleſs he receive it into his Hand, this general 
5 Declaration, That Chriſt gave himſelf for Sin- 
I bers, will not inrich you but by a particular 25 
| Plication ; all, chat is needfal, is that, 8 
y Base you receive in your Heart what is reveal- 


a ed in the Word. O! look for the Spirit to con- 
d cur with the Call and Offer of the Word: for, as 
e- Faith comes by hearing, ſo the Spirit works 
ne - Faith, by opening up the Ground and Warrant of 

d Faith: Therefete as Chriſt applies himſelf to 

te you by his Word, ſo ſeek he may apply himſelf 
ay to you by his Spirit, that you may be quickened 
but . and revived, as Eſha revived the Shunamite's 
Child; 2 Kings iv. 34. He Jay upon it, put his 
Mouth to his Mouth, his Eyes to his Eyes, his 
Hands to his W ſtretched himſelf 7er 7 

| 2 im, 


1 
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( 36) 
bim, till the Fleſo of the Child waxed war 
and be revived: So you are dead in Sins and 
Treſpaſſes, dead ſpiritually and lifeleſs ; but, that 
yoy may recover, O! intreat the Lord of Life, 
the true Elias, who only can raiſe from Death to 
Life, to apply his Perſon and Paſſion to you, e- 
yen his ſtretched on a Craſs to your Body, 
his Head to your Head, his Eyes to your Eyes, 
his Hand to your Hand, his Heart to your Heart, 
that you may receive Warmth from his Blood, 
Health from his Wounds, and Spirit from his 
Spirit, and Grace from his Grace, that you may 
live before him, receiving out of hits Fulneſs 
Grace for Grace, and Life for Life. £2. - 

What ſhall I ſay? Oh! it the Spirit of Chrift 
would ſpeak in to your Heart. Here 1s a glort- 
ous Loyer pry your Love; O vile Sinner} 


* 
. 


declaring in his Ford, that tho? you hated him, 
yet he loved you, and urging you to love him, be- 


cauſe he firſt loved you. Here is a glorious Grver, . 
declaring in his Word, that He died for your Sins 
according to the Scripture, and gave 27505 for 
gon on the Croſs, and evidencing this Love by 
Sb 525 F to I in this Goſpel Offer, ay 
the great Gift of God, and the great Giver of it 
himſelf: Oh! Is there no Heart here to embrace 
ſuch a glorious Lover? Is there no Hand here 
to receive ſuch a glorious and gracious Giver 
It is the Perſon of Chriſt, as preſented in thisGo- 
ſpel, that now you are called to receive and em- 
brace; and it is pardoning Love and Mercy in his 
lood, that you, guilty Sinner, are called here to 
eHeue and accept of from him, that juſtiſtet h 
the Ungodly, Rom. iv., 4. 
| : 8 ü | But, 


Take no Thought, how ſuch a Flach moor all 


be made clean, how ſuch a naked Soul ſhall be 
adorned; only welcome this glorious Lover into 
your Heart, and he will take all the Thought of 
that himſelf; for, he is not come here to find you - 
beautiful, but to make you ſo, nor to find you 
holy and godly, but to make you ſo. Oh] Is 
there any filthy Bride here, ready. to receive him 
on theſe Terms? | 50 | 


Ohl! but I cannot win, to think, that he is thus 
making Love to me, to me in particular; why, Is 
not this General equivalent, Go, preach the Go» 
bel to every Creature ? Surely, yon are in that 
Number: And this Word was confirmed with a 
8 tho' it was wrought long ago, yet the 
Vord and the Miracle went together: Therefore 
it is the ſame for conſitming Faith, as if it were 
wrought before your Eyes. And when together 
with the Vord, you have the Call, I hoſoever 
will, let him come; and together with the Call, 


the Promiſe, Hin that cometh,. I will in no 


uiſa caſt s.. tete it e 
Say not, your Sins are great and numerous, you 


cannot believe his Love and pardoning Mercy to 
ward you: for as God's great Mereies eyed. ae” el 


ter than your great Sing, and his Multit = 
Mercies greater than your Multitude of Sins; ſo 


this 


; 1 


. 1 


this Sin of pu ug away his Mercy, Grace an 


Loe from you, through Unbelief, and rejecting 
his Zo. offers, and the Bleffings of his Blobd, is 
a greater Sin than all che reſt; for thus you. will 
not only your on Blood, but the Guilt of 
the Bod of God upon your Heat. 
As the Danger is great, if you refuſe this glo- 
rious Match offer d to ybu, ſo Neceſſity hath no 
Law: Tou muſt come to him, or periſh. There 
is a Neceſſity of Love on his Part toward theſe 
whom he courts, and will not want. He hath ſaid, 
Theſe T nuſt bring, and they ſhall hear my 
Vice: And now, he is come here, ſaying, Man, 
Woman; I muſt have ' your Heart, I muſt have 
your Oonſent; tho“ you ſhould be a Suiter to me, 
yet behold, I am in Suit of you, and I muſt have 
ou: © There is a Neceſſity of Want and abſolute 
eech on your Part. You need Wiſdom, Righ- 
*teouſnels; Sanctiſication and Redemption, and I 
am made of God all theſe for you; and without 
me, you have none to teach you, none to juſtify 
you, none to ſanctify you, none to redeem you. 
And there is n Time to loſe; yet a little while, 
and Time is gone, and you change the Place of 
your 1 ever. But, How will you go 
any where without him? How will you go to a 
Communion- table without him? How will you 
o to Death without him? How will you go to 
the Jadgment-ſeat without him ? How will you 
face infinite Juſtice and Holineſs without him? 
No, no; there 1s a — you muſt have him: 
And, if any Heart here be faying, O! I muft 
have him: 'I tell you good Tidings, it is a Sign, 
he is faying, I'muſt have you, for I loved you, 
and gabe my felf for you. And, Oh! if his m— 


be ſo kind, that it points you out with af T 
Ton; 1 loved you, A — | gave my ſelf. for yon ; thety 
your Faith may be ſò bold, as to come qut with 


ate, Me; be loved 5 and gave bnmſelf for me. 
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Is am NEG with Chriſt: i Nevetthe: A 
leſf I tive; yet not J, but. Curl. 33 
ab in me: Aud the Life winch I 
now live in the Fleſp, I live: by thy 
Faith of the Son of God, d e 


ne, and gave bimſelf for e 


A bes? 1 * 8 
N. B. N. hat follows, contains the Sil 5 
more Sermons than one, tho? written 5 + 
Fe ſoort Heads a: the « Author, it *. ans: 
Tine. | 55 
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| BSERVE, That. "= psf f 
Chriſt, manifeſted in the rhe Word: 70 
Sinners, is a Sens Love. | It 1s 
manifeſted by Gifts, . even; as his 
Covenant 1 is 4, giving Covenant, gir 


ving all he ſure Mercies, of. * 
vid, Jai ab Iv. 3. Acts xiii. 34. . 


I ſhall endeavour here the uſtration,. the 


Confirmation, and the © OG M: this 
Doctrine. 5 
| "x The 32 
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1 he lug e, As Beile Ibs ag 
—.— bn iii. 16. DN 
but be . orten Con, &cc. 


8 7 7 2 yi "be loved; and „ 
2 himſelf for = > is the Croſs, he gave 
if for? and in the Gotpe 


Goſpel, he gives 1 
wr ny us; even to theſe that dealt the Gi 


he gives himſelf to be received, Jahn vi; 32. he 
eb of the Wark ight . l Ton he 
ht of the World, a Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, Sc. He gives e be Sight to 
the Blind, Eye-falve ; he gbr be Roll 
ment to the naked; to be Riches to the Poor, 
and tried Gold: He gives himſelf to be Life to 
the dead, F am the Wm, the Truth, and the 
Tife, tbe Reſurre&ion and the Life, the God 
that quickens rhe dead. He gives himſelf to be 
A — of the People. : The old Covenant 
being broken; he. gives himſelf to be the Media. 
tor, the Teſtator, Surety, Meſſenger, and all of 
the Covenant; to be a ovenant of Grace, of ju- 
ſtifying Grace to the guilty, ſanctifyin Grace, 
faving Grace, drawing Grace: To be a Covenant 
of Peace, a Covenant of Mercy, a Covenant of 
Salt, an everlaſting Covenant, a well ordered Co- 
venant, a fare Covenant; or, as it may be read; 
a kepr Covenant. He gives himfelt to be a Mit- 
refs, Ifaiah Iv. 4. The true and faithful L en 
meſs, a Witneſs to the Truth, particularly of his 
Kingly Office and Authority, for this End was 
he born: O! it is a great Honour to be an ho- 
_ neſt Witneſs, for fo was Chriſt. Happy theſe, 
whom he honours to be faithful to the Death in 
witneffing for him! Bur it muft be given. He 
gives himſelf to be a Leader, 4 Leader 0 2 
1 


+ Ms 


4 


— 
Blind, Iſaiah xlii. 16. He gives himiſelf to be 
a Commander, a 2 general, to command 
the Field againſt the Enemy; to command the 
to his People; to command the Devil to 


come out ; 7 hou dumb and deaf Spirit, charge 
these to come out; thou unclean Spirit, I . 
&c. He 


thee to come out; to command Peace, 
gives himſelf to be a Laver, an open Fountain for 
Sin, and for Uncleanneſs. He gives himſelf to 
be a Ladder, by which we may climb up to Hea- 
ven; all the Rounds are compleat. He gives 
himſelf to be a Hiding Place, Haiah xxxii. 2. 
and a Covert from thẽ. Tempeſt, to be as Rivers 
of Water in a dry Place, to be a Shadow of a 
reat Rock, a Shadow from the Heat: He gives 
Fimſelf to be Wiſdom, to be Righteouſneſs, to be 
Sanctification, to be complete Redemption. He 
ves himſelf to be Meat indeed, and Drink in- 
deed. - He gives himſelf to be 4 Propitiation, 


whom God hath ſet forth to be ſo, 4 Ranſom, 4 


Sacrifice; an Atonement. He gives himſelf to 
be a Pattern, he bath given us an Example, 
that we ſhould follow his Steps: But this is not 
all, as Socinians alledge; for, beſides this, he 
ave himſelf to be a Curſè for us, and to be Sin 
for us, a Satrifice for Sin. 3 
He gives himſelf to be the Strength of the poor 
Weakling, to be the Conſolation of the. diſcon- 
ſolate ; for he is the Conſolation of Iſrael; to 
be not only the Saviour, but the Salvation of 
T/+ael ; to be the Reſt of the weary, Come to me 
all ye that labour, and I will give you Reſt z | 
to be the Bleſſing of the curled Sinner, he comes 
to bleſs, according to the Promiſe, Aſen ſpall o 
bleſſed in him. He gives himſelf to be the Buil- 
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to be the Glory of his Houſe, 4 Light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the Glory of his People I/ 

- Yael; and in him ſhall all rhe Seed of Hrael be 
Juſti ed and ſball glory. e 1: PLN 
He gives himſelf to be a Refuge for the op- 

| preſſe , &c. the eternal God is thy Refuge; 
O fly to him to be a Sun and a Shield: He gives 
bimielf to be a Succourer of the tempted ; for he 
ſuffered, being tempted, that he N be able 
to ſuccour them that are tempted: To be a Pro- 
Phet, Prieſt and King: To be a Father to the 
fatherleſs, in whom the fatherleſs findet h Mer- 
cy: To be a Husband' to the Widow, he Stran- 


i is he: To be a Reſtorer; Then I reftored 
that which I took not away. He reſtores the 
Image of God, the Favour of Gd. 
- Oh! his Love is a giving Love. He gives 
| hiniſelf to be an Advocate; I any Man ſin, 
ve have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus 


Faith, and the Finiſher thereof; the Author of 
Repentance, he is exalted a Prince and a Sa- 
viour to give it; the Author of true Knowledge, 
ho teac heth like him? The Author of Love, 


Thy Seed to love me. He gives himſelf to be a 
Bearer of Burdens, that you may caft all yours 
upon him; to be a Counſellor, a wonderful 
Counſellor ; to be a Days- man, a Door of Hope, 
the Deſire of all Nations; to be the Fn 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs; to be a Friend, 
a Phyfician of Sinners, a /ure Foundation ; to 
be God arith us; to be Head over all Things 

88 70 
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der of the Temple, and the Bearer of the Glory; | 


of Shield, the Widow's Stay, the Orphan's 


Chriſt the righteous: To be the Author of 


T1 will circumciſe thy Heart, and the Heart of 
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70 the Church; to be Jeſus, and to be ke 


Chriſt ; to be King in Zion; to be Lord of all; 
_ a _ for us; 3 and a 8a- 
isfier; to be an open Fountain, Alpha, Omega, - 
a Saviour, i of the loſt. 27 
Fe gives himſelf to be all our Hope; Thou art 
my Hope in the Day of Evil, the Hope of . 
rael, the Surety, the Shepherd, 7/2. xl. 11. a 
Phyſician and Healer, Fehovah-Rophi ; to be 
an Undertaker, I am oppreſſed, undertake for 
e ooh oe EE RR 
II. I come now to the Confirmation of the Do- 
ctrine. O! every Thing about Chriſt, this glo- 
rious Lover, points him out as a glorious Giver. 
His Covenant is. a giving Covenant, a Covenant 
of free Gifts, Acts xiii. 34. I wills give thee 
the jw Mercies of David, compared with' - 
Va. Iv. 3. 1 will make an everlaſting Covenant 
with you, even the ſure Mercies of David. 
His Blood is a giving Blood; it ſpeaks better 
Things than the Blood of Abel, and it gives 
better Things; for it gives Peace with God, Hs 
made Peace by the Blood of bis Croſs. | 
His Heart is a giving Heart. The very 
Thoughts of his Heart are Thoughts of giving, 
Fer. xxix. 11. I know the T houghts that 1 
think toward you, Thoughts of Peace, and 
not of Evil, to give you an expected End. Your 
Unbelief, O poor ſenſible Sinner, is ay ſaying, 
O! he hath ſome ill Thoughts, ſome ill Deſign 
againſt you: But, behold he is now telling you 
what are his very Thoughts, even T houghrs of 
Peace, and not of Evil, to give you an expe- 


fred End. Lou are to meaſure his Thoughts 


His 


and Deſigng by his r of Grace. 
bis 2 | 
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His Words are giving -. — His Word is a 
Lie? *-giring Word, T. r cometh when the - 
Dead al hear 15 ice of the Son of God, 
nd they that hear Dat I;ve. His We is 4 
ealth- ing Word, He ſent his Word, and 
healed t His Word is a Light-givingWord, 
T he Entrance of thy Word gives 25 ht. His 
Word is a Joy-giving Word, 7'by /ord was 
Jound of me, and T did eat it, ”— it was to 
me the Foy and ng K of my Heart. 
His Hand is a giving Hand, Pſalm cxlv. 15, 
16. The Eyes of all Things wast on thee, the 
Giver 7 all Good, &c. Fhine Hand thou ope- 
ag — 15 and of thy Bounty gives, &. 
1e f ves with his Heart. . 
1s Life, both in Earth and Heaven, is a 
giving Life, His Life on Earth was to give 
imſelf for us, and to pive himſelf to be a Sa- 
crifice and Atonement for our Sin : And his Life 
in Heaven is to give himſelf zo us, and to give 
out the Bleſſings of his atoning Blood, Acts v. 
31. Him hath God exalted ro be a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give Repentance and Forgive- 
neſs of Sins. He was humbled on Earth to 
give, and he is exalted to Heaven to give. 
His Glory, to which he is exalted, is a giving 
Glory. And indeed the higher he 1s exal 
the — does he ſtill b to give, John xiii. 
3. Feſus kngwing that the Father had given 
all Things into his Hand, he girds himſelf 
with a Towel, and riſes from Supper, and wa- 
ſhes bis Diſciples Feet. 
Again, HIs lapereminent Unction, wherewith he 
is anointed, is a giving Union. He is anointed 


that he may Fg Hels xlv. 7. God, G55. 
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God, hath anointed thee avith the Oil of G, 


neſs above thy Fellows. Iſaiah xlu, 2. T haue 


Put my Spirit upon him; be ſhall bring forth 


udgment to the Gentiles. "And hence as bis 
rrand to the Earth was a giving Errand, ſo: his 
Errand to Heaven again was a giving Errand, if 
f £0 009, ſays he, I will ſend the Comforter. 

is Fulneſs is 4 giving Fulneſs, Colo. ii; 9, 
10. In him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the God- © 
head bodily : And ye are compleat in him; &c. 
John 1. 16. Of his Fulneſs have all we receiv- 
ed, and Grace for. Grace. 1 


His Father is a giving Father, God fo loved 
the World, that he gave his 72 begotten 
Son, &c. And ſo he loyed, and fo loves the 


World, as to give himſelf to be the Saviour of 


a loſt World. O! how do the Father and the 
Son harmonize in this Matter? 1 ohn iv. 9, 10. 
he ſays, Lo I come upon this giving Errand. 
His Spirit is a giving Spirit. Theſe bleſſed 
Three that bear Witneſs in Heaven, we may ſay, 
as they are one, ſo they agree in one; as it '18 
ſaid of the Three that bear Witneſs on Earth, 
They agree in one; they agree in giving. The 
Father is a giving Father, he gives the Son 
Chriſt is a giving Chriſt, he gives himſelf; — | 
both the Father and the Son give the Spirit, hn 
xv. 26. where Chriſt, ſpeaking of the Comfor- 
ter, lays, Whom T will ſend unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which pro- 
ceederh from the Father. And the Spirit is a 
glorious Giver of all Things, that belong either 
to the Father or the Son ; yea, the Giver of all 
Things that belong both to the Father and the 
Son, Fobn xvi. 14, 15. 4 
e 
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The Spirit gives Conviction and Illuminati - 
on. He makes the Application of Redemption. 
He is the immediate Giver of Faith and Re- 
pentance, and Love, and other Graces, that are 

all the Fruits of the Spirit, the Spirit gives: 

As a Spirit of Adoption, he gives to cry, Abba 
Father ; as a Spirit of Liberty, he gives a looſing. 
8 our Bands; as a Spirit of Grace, he gives a 

race; and as a Spirit of Glory, he gives the 
Faith of Glory, the Hope of Glory „the View 
8 Glory, the firſt . Fruits and Beginnings of 

ory. Why he 

— 4 As his Father is a giving Father, and 
his Spirit a giving Spirit, ſo his Servants in the 
Miniſt iſtry are giving Servants; for he. ſays to 
them, Freely ye have received,” freely give 
Go preach the Goſpel to every Creature. We 
are earthen Veſſels, for no- other Uſe but as Cups, 
or Plates, or Veſſels, for giving out to you what 
he gives to us for you. 5 | 

( herefore was he humbled ? Even to give 
himſelf for us. And wherefore is he exalted ? 
He is even - exalted a Prince ns a Saviour, to 

ive himſelf to us, by giving epentance arid 
emiſſion of Sins, He was humbled to give 
himſelf, and exalted to give his Spirit. 

All his Offices are giving Offices. He is a 
Prophet to give Inſtruction, and Advice, and 
Wiſdom ; a Prieſt ta give Righteouſneſs ; and a 
King to give Power and Victory, _ 

All his Names are giving Names. He is 7e- 
ſus, to give Salvation from Sin and Wrath; he 
1s Chriſt, to give the Spirit, the anointing; and 
he is Lord, to give the Crown and the King- 
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All His Appearances are for giving. His do- 
ing is for giving us a Title ro Heaven; his 


dying is for giving us Security ffom Hell and 


his aſcending up to Heaven, leading Caprivity 


Captive, was for receiving Gifts for Men, even 


for the rebellious; his fitting at the right Hand 


of God, and making continual Interceſſion 


there, is for giving out the 'Bleffings of his 


Purchaſe, and for making the powerf Appli- 


cation thereof. | 


All his Ordinances are giving Ordinances?” Mi- 


niſters are earthen Veſſels, into which he puts the 


Treaſure that he gives out for you; we have this 


Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that the Excellen- 


cy of the Power may be of God, and not of us. 


What is the Word preached, and the Sacraments 
diſpenced, but like ſo many Plates and Cups, and 
Means for conveying his Gifts and Bounties to 
Dinners ? | e 

All his Promiſes are giving Promiſes. There 
is the new Heart to be given, the new Spirit to 


be given; the Spirit to be given, Ii put my 


Spirit within you. 


— 


I may fay all his Commands are giving Com. 
mands; for the Sum of his Commands is this, 


that ye believe in him; and what is that hut that 
e receive? It is juſt God ſtretching forth his 
and, and commanding you to take all from 


him, and to be obliged to him for all ; for he gives 


Grace and Glory, and every good Thing; and 
his great Command is, that you take what he gives. 
Y © ue . How doth he give? An. He gives 


freely; he gives fully; when he gives himſelf, he 


| gives 
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Death; his Reſurrection is for giving us a new | | 
Life, and raifing us to a new and lively Hope; 


7 


1 „ 9 5 and wn. 
* {1 * i 1 
6 4 


<{:883) * 


gives all; he 
Callings of God are without Repentance. He 
—_ lovingly, He loved me, and gave himſelf 
| me . | / $1 . * 2 p ; 


Ae Wha of hiraſelf did he give for them? 
{ 11 He 


gave his Body a Sacrifice; his Back to 


the Smiters, and to the whole Burden of Wrath, 
vis Cheeks to them that pulled off the Hair, 
his Name to be a Reproach, his Hands'and Feet 
and Side to be pierced, his Head to be crowned 
with Thorns, his Blood to be poured out, his 


Soul to be an Offering for Sin. 


eſt. Why is his Love a giving Love? 
Anf. Thus he gets Glory to his Name, to his 
Father, and to himſelf. This is ſuitable to his 
Peoples Need; he hath bought and paid the 
Price of all; and therefore we have nothing to 


y; all n it is ſuitable to the 


ate of a 5 Hs | 
III. I come now, in the Jaft Place, to the Ap 
plication. If he be ſuch a Giver, then we ough 
to be Receivers. We ſhould meet his giving 
Hand with our receiving Hand. Oh! are you for 
tGifts To-day? You may, be made up with 
Fee Gifts, if you be not Fools; and, if hither- 


to you have been ſuch Fools, and Jack Wi ſdom, 
you may now ſeek and get enough; F any 


Man lack Vi ſdom, bet him ask it of God, «whe 
giveth to all liberally, and upbraideth none; 
and let him ask in Faith of getting, nothing 


doubting. Doubt not of his Readineſs to give; 


for giving is his Trade, it is his Office, which 
he executes both in his State of Humiliation 
and Exaltation. O! you have come to a good 
Market this Day; and if you go away with- 


out 


wes irreverſibly, T be Gifts and 


D Oo 


« ha 2 


e e 


blame 2 


for Good, here is all, and Ant. be ſup- - 
Pil If you came for no Gooll, yet Joe 17 


may be pitied and prevented, and get the Good 
fo * king. As Saul 1 — out to 
k his Father's Aſſes, and found a Kingdom; 


fo, tho' you had ſome poor trifling Errand, yet 
ou may get a Kingdom for due a e : 
What Sine 9355 for yourſelf, for your Fami- 
Iv, for your Children, for the Land, for Poſte- 
35 ? Want you Knowledge, Faith, Pardon, 
Healing? O! his Love is a giv Love, Who-, 
 foever wil, let him come and take. Ho, eve- 
ry one that 'thi rſteth, come to the Waters. Ho, 
every one that needs a Drink; Ho, every one 
- that is guilty, come and take Remiſſion; Ho, 
every. one that is filthy, come and be_waſhen, 
O poor, mortal, dying inner, here is Life. and 
Immortalis brought to Light hy this e 
and brought to your Door, as a Love-G | 
you in C Chriſt Jo Jeſus, who gives himſelf LP | 
in this Word; take him, and God's Bled ng 
with him, if you'll take him wholly ; for he will 
riot be. ie He gives binaſelf for SanQifi-. 
cation as well as pa a rho for Salvation 
I from Sin now, as we 
? | terward. Will you cloſe with this Bargain? 
- You have nothing to object; for all is given. 
If you ſay you — no ower, he bath Power 
to give; th iveth Power to the Faint. It 
you ſay you ve no Will, he hath the Will to 
give: 3 T by People ſhall be willing, &c. Are 
G you 


Ohl what came you here for? ib you og : | 


as Salvation from Hell af. 
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a = content? Is it a Bargain? An eveilaſti 


_=_ be it, never to * oy N * 
_ Come not ye to give, but to get: For ou 
muſt be Kumble bo te eceivers, he exalted as 
a Giver. Oveft. How'fhalf L know whether he 
be giving I theſe Things to me, and whether 
F have a Warrant totake and accept? An. You 
may be ſure of this, if thefe two Things concur, 
_— If he be. offering, and you be needing 
thele bings z if you want, and he have, and be 
ſaying by this Golpet. ne ſhare ; if you 
be needy and deſtitute of all theſe Things, * go 
there is none of them with. you, nor to be had 


Come an 


any. where elſe, then you may, look for them 
here, and expect them, according, to the Promiſe, 

a. xli. 17, 18. When the poor and Needy ſeek 

/ater, and there is none, and their Tongue 
a Thirſt, I the Lord will hear them, 
F the God of Iſract wilt not forſake them. I 
al open Rivers in bigh Places, and Poun- 
tains.in the midſt of. the Valleys ; I will make 
the Wilderneſs a Pool of Water, and the dry 
Land Springs of Water. By the Water here 
So Sd underſtand the Water, of Life, compre- 
ending all the Bleſſings of the Covenant. Now 
are you poor and needy, ſeeking Life, and there is 
none to be had among Creatures, ſeeking 75 
teouſneſs, Strength, Grace, and there is none, 7h 
Lord wwill bear, the God of Hrael will not for- 
ſake, &c. | | „„ 


N. B. A Subject conſequential to this was 

oke upon at Burntiſland, viz. T hat.God 
in Chriſt is a loving God, aud à giving. 

God; but the Notes were not 3 | 


ZS . 20. bY 
Lon enced ih Ou Wannen 
ue; Bet not 1, but Chriff li. 
' weth in me: Aud —_— e which I 
ve live in the Fleſh, I Ive by the 
Faith of the Suu God, who loved 
we, and gave himſelf for me. NN I 


' OBSERVATION. 


82 T is rbe Property of true , 
3 — = 70 entertain the giving Love if 
as,. 71 revealed pF the Gofp 
== a me, me, by particular 
Application. This me was very 
familiar with Paul, He loved me, 


at ave himſelf for me. Gal. i. 16. be re. 


vealed his Son in me. 2 Tim. iv. 8. he hath - 
laid up a Crown, of Rig hteouſueſe for . me. 
1 Cor. xv. 10. his Grace was . . 4. 5 2 
Thus it was to David, Pſalm Ill. 3. T hou, 
Lord, art a Shield for me.” Pſalm Rs 75 bis 
1 know, God is for 6 Pfalm K 2. * * 
0 


1 


o © N 
N 


1 
1 


God that performs all T. _ for me. Pfalm 
Ixi. 3. Thou haſt been a Shelter for me. Pal. 
Ax. 21. Do thou for me, &c. Pſalm xl. 17. 
Jam poor and needy,” yet the Lord thinketh 
n me, Pſalm xui, 6. He bath dealt boun- 
ti fully with me. Pſalm xxiii. 4. I will fear 
no Evil; for thou art with me, &c. 2 Fam. 
xxiii. 5. He hath made with me an everla 
ing Covenant, or Fan to me. Many,of Faith's 
me's you may read in Scripture z | and who can 
tell how many my's of Faith are there? 
Lord and my God; I know' that n Redeemer 
liveth, See a Cluſter of them, Pſa. xvii. x, 
2. Twill love thee, O Lord, my Strength. The 
Lord is my Rock, and my Fortreſs, and By 
Dliverer, my God, my Rock, in whom I will 
truſt, my Buckler, and the Horn of my Sal- 
vation, and my high Tower. Pſa. cxliv. r, 2. 
Bleſſed be the Lord my Strength, which teach- 
eth my Hands to war, and my Fingers to fight, 
my Goodneſs and my Fortreſs, my high Tower, 
&c. My Beloved is mine, and I am his, &c. 
I ſhall here, Firſt, enquire what is impor- 
ted in this particularizing Property of Faith en- 
tertaining Chriſt's giving Love with a me, me. 
"Secondly, How, and upon what Grounds Faith 
makes this particular Application, and ventures 
to fay me, me. Third Name the Reaſons 
why Fajth hath and muſt have this appropria- 
ting Property. Fourthiy, Deduge fome Infe- 
rences. "I | 250 
Firft, What is imported in this particularizing 
Property of Faith in entertaining this giving 
Love of Chriſt, with a Me, Me ? It may ſup- 
pole and import theſe following Things. , 
| 1ſt, It 


A . xft. It ſuppoſes, that i 


Unbelief puts away the Love of Chriſt from it- 


* \ . * RT) 7 1 
AER RT. '3 
” * * 4 2 
: : , * 
quite other 8 


rules, the Soul ſpeaks in a 


to me; if he hath a giving Hand, it is not to me: 
Unbelief ſays with Peter, Depart from — 
art making Love. Vea, t | Language of Unbe- 
lief is like that of the Devil; What haue aue to 
do with thee ? Art thou come: to torment us be- 
fore the Time? What have we to do with thee ? 


hou art not come to ſave us. Indeed he came 


not to ſave ſinning Angels, but he came to ſave 
finning Men; and the Devils would have Men to 
think and ſpeak, as they did, Nhat have we 0 
do with thee ;- And eee 
as he can tempt Men to continue in Unbelief, a 


by ſay, There is an Offer of Chriſt ; but, "What 
ave I ta do with it? It is not to me; there is 


Love, but, it is not to me; there is Chriſt. gi- 
ving bimſelf, but not for me; I cannot take it to 


me; I cannot believe it is for me: What have 41 
to do with it? Thus the deviliſn unbelieving 
Heart makes God a Liar, by putting away. the 


_. 2d}y, It ſuppoſes, that ſo far as Unbelief is bro- 
ken in its Reign and Rule, ſo far does the Soul 


Nins Home to it ſelf this giving Love ot Chriſt. 


here are various Degrees (when Unpbelief gets 
a Daſh) whereby the Sinner is brought to this 
particular Application; Conviction of Unbelief 


is, I think, the firſt Degree, namely, when the 
Soul is aonvinced of the Sin of not beheving the 


Love of Chrift, laying, Wo is me, that I, who 


* 
* 
am 
* 


* 
! i 


1 
' 


, 


| tm). 2 
2convinced of Sin end Wrath by the Law, * 
pot be convinced of the Love and Grace ad 
Good - wil of God manifeſted in Obriſſ by che 
Goſpel! Oh! that! could 6 
and applied to my ſelf. Conviction of Ri r 
nels is another when the Glory Th 
Righteauſneſs, as all and al cient fs Aon 
ed to the Soul, and the Soul enabled to take hold 
of it for its own Jullfeation, Pardon, and Re- 
conciliation with God. Oonvittion of judgment | 
is a third Degtee, or of Chriſt's being a King to 
fubdue Sin and Satan in the Soul, as he fark 
done in uis n Peron: And ſo the Boul is made | 

to lay, in Effect, I receive pkg gods 
as a Prophet, Prie and King, e 
Salvation. as he is « to me in the Word, 
r or given to ob in 
the G This is the Subſtance of the Thing 
relating to Vaith's Me, tho ſometimes it 1s utter: 
ed more, and ſometimes leſs confidently ; 155 


2 with a Sigh, a Mo s me, lat can- 
rob Gig loded me; ſometimes with 4 Wiſh 
Lesuld fay de "Ioved me . with 
a —— and « Battle with 1 belief, 1 believe 
thy Lee to me; Tord, help m V User And 
fomeriquerwlih a bold A erden, as here 9 
out any Pear or Doubt, he loved me, and gave 
hinge for me. © Thus © far . 


brou t down, fo far Faith riſes up to a ff 
1 eelenterly: K dlänk, 149 ) 
ot more } t it im lies, 1.) 
a View of the woe Offer : The Call of 
Goſpel is to every one that hears it; Ho! os 
one, has thirfech, come: When Faith ches y 


Hearing, it takes up theſe good News, ſo parti- 


A cularly, 


me here is Chriſt c 
Ae 4 hn es] 


Lord = to wh STD 


; me, and 
What he i, 45.8 n bs hi Pi, vl fa to. . 11 
tak 7 8 2 r me, Faith 
like the e . it 
it What 
Soul hers: Abroad in C 
deb, a 0 wn K = 


Ki hp fas [00 gee. to me in his 
Home to, its cy 
es Home to its ow 


able Meat orr Meg” — Fo 
oxing of it; Thy Thy We 49 ey a mes, 7 | 
eat 11. 
It imp . Pleaſure that. the Soul | 
9185 this 1 15 of. Chriſt, and henae;. 
1 doubling of the. ſo ſſyeet SHY isto.the uh 
after one Taſte, it maſbhave- another, abs a 
Faith is not ſoon ſatisfied; 2 Sight of | 
Chriſb it muſt have another. 5 "ark 
Son of God it muſt have 


me with the Ki ſſes of. 22 Nas 
ic. better than Wine, Song i. 2. It is not 
in the ſingular, but Zoves in bo plural Numbers: — 
1 give me he Love-token: after pon | 


(4.) It imports 2 cordial Aſſent utto, and R 
ſuaſton of the Kindneſs and Love of God in Chri 


manifeſted 


4 


*. 
14 


manifeſted in the Nord, ſo as to give both the' 


Heart and Hand to the Son of God, With 4 y 


me, Me; Nie! It is like a gripping to him with 
both Hands, and embracing him with both Arms, 
reſolving never to part with him, but ſtill to hold 


by this glorious Lover and Giver, he loved me, 


and gave himſelf for me. | 
ſecond general Head was to ſhow how 
and upon what Grounds, Faith makes this parti- 


cular lication, and entertains this giving Love 
3+, me: I offer the following Remarks 

for clearing this Head. ' Remark here, (1.) That 

we ſpeak not now of the Aſſurance of Senſe, for 


with a 


that comes by Spiritual Reflection, or a reflex 
Act upon the Work of God, and not a direct Act 


of Faith upon the Word of God. That reflex = 
Affurance comes alſo from the Spirit, witneſſing 


and ſealing the Soul after believing, and that ei- 


_ ences, c. or, immediate 
ſpecial direct Intimation. 
ol here peaks, ben he fn, . 

Apoſtle ſpeaks, when he ſays, I live by the 
Faith of the 7 
himſclf for me. 


ſpeak of that A 


on of Faith is grounded upon the Word; for 
Faith relates to a Teſtimony, believing to a 


hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, 
om. x. 17. Faith in a Hearer relates to Faith- 


ken, 


ther mediately ſhining upon Graces and Experi- 
y pom Soul, by ſome 
e 


perly in Faith, of which the 
n of God, who loved me, and gave 
(2.) Remark, That the particular A Bent 


Word to be believed. 80 it is ſaid, Faith comes 


fulneſs in a Speaker, and credits the Word ſpo- 


pon. BSA 


| -. Co) 
30 Remark, That it is not every Vord of 
_ God that is the Ground of this particular Appli- 
cation of Faith; it is not the Word of God in the 
Law, but the Word of God in the Goſpel: For 
the Law ſerves to convince of Sin, and diſcover 
Wrath due for Sin 3 but makes no Diſcovery of 
the Love and Mercy of God. The Light of the 
- Law diſcovers Death, Damnation and Miſery for. 
FF evermore. to the Sinner; but the Light of the 
| Goſpel diſcovers Life and Salvation through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who hat h brought Life and Immor- 
rarery tn: agb. fe ob fe te 
(4.) Remark, That it is not every Word or e- 
very Doctrine of the Goſpel. that is the Ground 
of Faith's particular Application of the Love of 
Chriſt with a Me, Me. For Example, it is not 
every legal Precept or Threatning that is taken in 
to the Goſpel Diſpenſation, that is the Ground or 
Foundation of this particular Application, but the 
30ſpel itſelf revealing the Love and Grace of 
$6 Chriſt. As many Things are in a Houſe, 
that yet cannot be called the Houſe itſelf; ſo ma- 
ny Things are in the Goſpel - Diſpenſation, that are 
not properly the Goſpel itſelf. Law- precepts 
and 2 are brought in as a Fence to the 
Goſpel, to guard it againſt being abuſed: For 
Inftance, John 111. 1). God ſent not his Son into 
the World, to condemn the World, but that the 
World through him might be ſaved - There is 
the Goſpel. But when it is added, Verſe 18. He 
that believeth not is condemned already, this is 
brought in to the Diſpenſation of the Golpel, but 
is not properly the Goſpel itſelf, but is ſubſervi- 
ent · thereunto, to defend it from Abuſe. Now the 
* former, not the latter, may be the Foundation of 
5 H Faith's 
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Pairs particular Application of the Love of 
God. Thus, He that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned; is a Fence for the Gutpel, but not pro- 
perly the Goſpel itſelf: The Gotpel is the Thing 
| Propoſed to be believed, namely, the Diſpenſati- 
on of the Love and Grace of God in Chriſt, © 
6.) Remark, That it is not every Doctrine, e- 
ven of the Love of God in the Goſpel, that is the 
firſt Ground of F.»:74's applying this Love to it- 
ſelf. For Example, there is a twofold Love of 
God in Chriſt, that cannot be the Ground of 
Faith's firſt applying it to itſelf, namely, his Love 
of Deſtination, and his Love of Approbation; 
his Love of Deſtination and Purpoſe, whereby he 
is faid 20 have choſen us in Chriſt! before the 
Foundation of the World, that we ſpould be Ho- 
by, having predeſtinated ns to the Adoption of 
| Children, Eph. 1/4, 5: Again, his Love of Ap- 
probation and Friendſhip, or wo hn eg 
as that ſpoken of, ohn xiv. 23. Fa Man love 
me, and keep my Words, my Father will love 
Him, and we will come unto him, = make our 
Abode avi th him. No the Object of the former 
Love, namely, that of Deſtination, is every ele& , 
Soulz and that from all Eternity, as well as in 
Time, even before their Converſion and Union to 
Chrift : - The Object of the latter, namely, the 
Love of Approbation, is every Believer united to 
Chriſt, every Saint. Now tlteſe are precious Do- 
ctrines of the Goſpel; and the Sweetneſs of this 
Divine Love, both of Deſtination from Eternity, 
before Faith, and of Approbation in Time, after 
Faith, may come to be felt in due Time, when 
the Soul, after believing, comes to be ſealed with 
the holy Spirit of Promiſe. Eut yet, none of 
theſe, 


(99 


theſe, I ſay, are the firſt Ground, upon ahi at 
ny Sinner can build this 2 Application of 


ng, be loved me. For. 3 


Chi s giving Love, 1a; 
— Love, whereof the Ele& are the Objects, Who 

2 till they know they are elected ? And 
— whereof Believers and Saints are the 
Obj "Who can a ly, that know themſelves 
to be, as yet, neither Believers,” nor Saints 2: And 


| therefhoe, the Love of God in the Goſpel, that is | 
the firſt Ground of Faith's particular Applicati- 


on, muſt be a Love manifeſted to Sinners as ſuch, 
and conſequently, ſuch a Love, as Sinners, under 
the Notion of Sinners, may grip unto, as exhibi- 


edi Guffel. Therefore, 
(6.) Remark, That the Wine of the Lie 


a Grace of God in the Goſpel, that lays a 


Foundation for the particular Faith I ſpeak of, is 
the Doctrine of his Love of Benevolence and 
Good-will in Chriſt Jeſus, -manifeſted to Sinners 


of Mankind, accompanied with a particular Call 


to every one to believe this 2 and take hold 
of this Lover for Wiſdom, Raghteouſneſs, San- 


cor Sj and ena imſelf in care 
The general, Word of Grace and Love is 5 


8 That Fe - Chri t came to ſave Sinners, 


1 Tim. . 1 1.7 particular Call and Com- 

mand to every —.— Eat hears the Goſpel, is, 
That he believe on the Son of God, 1 John iii. 
2 3. or, in other Words, That he believe that, 
2 h the Grace of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, he 


all be ſaved, Acts xv. II. or, which is all one, « 
That he recei ve and reſt upon Chriſt for Selvati- © 


on, as offered to him in particular in the Goſpel. 
ou the * —_— Declaration, That he 


came © 


I 
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| Came to ſave Sinners, and died for the'Ungodly'; 
| this points out our general Name, ungodiy Sin- 

p ners: But then, the particular Call and Invitati- 
on to come to this-Jeius by Faith, believing his 

Love and Grace manifeſted in this Goſpel, this 
points out to every one, ſaying, T hou, in parti- 
cular, art the ungodly Sinner, thus called to 
apply bis Love and Grace declared in the Go- 
| 725 and upon this Ground thou mayeſt, by 
Faith, make this particular Application, and ven- 
ture out with a he, me, He loved me, and gave 
bimſelf for me. © nee 
Object. 1. May not one fear Preſumption in 
this Caſe, if it be no more that is needful as a 
Ground for this appropriating Faith? An. 
Men preſume when they are either encouraged 
by their own Goodneſs to believe Chriſt's Love, 
or diſcouraged by their own Badneſs from belie- 
ving it: For this ſays it is either ſome Goodneſs 
they have, or ſome Goodnels they want in them- 
lelves, that they are making the Rule and Stan- 
dard of their Faith, and not the Word-of God, 
nor the Goſpel of rhe Grace of God: This is 
indeed Preſumption; for it ſays they are cleaving 
do the old Covenant-Way of Life by Works, or 

Goodneſs of their own, and not truſting to the 
Goodneſs, Grace, and Love of God. in Chriſt 
revealed in the Goſpel: But if the Sinner were 
taking with the Charge, that he is a Sinner in- 
deed, and accepting of theſe good News, That 
Chriſt came to ſave Sinners, as a faithful 
Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, and 
apprehending the Goſpel-Call particularly to 
him, ſaying, To thee is the Vordof this Sal- 
uation ſeur, and were thereupon rolling 1 
0%. So <a y ha 2 
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elf over upon the Grace and Loye of Chriſt 
ſaying, Even ſo I take it to me as offered to me 
in the Word; and thereupon conclude, He doued 
me ane 12 0 00 "me 5 — no Pre- 
umption, but PFait uilding u n the proper 
2 of it, the Mord 8 EILEEN 
Object. 2. But may not one fear Deluſibn in 
this Caſe, if he build. this particular Applicati- 
on only upon the Word, without feeling the O- 
peration of the Spirit, ſince it is the Spirit that 
works Faith in us? An. We are to make a 
Difference between how Faith is warranted and 
how Faith is wrong ht. The Spirit is the Wor- 
ker of Faith; but the Word is the Warrant of 
Faith, and the Ground of it: And the Spirit 
works Faith by ſhewing to the Soul what is the 
Warrant of Faith; and hence Faith comes ly 
Hearing what the Spirit ſaith in the Word, and 
not by feeling what the Spirit works in the 
Heart: Therefore, if you build your Faith up- 
on any Feelings, or Influences within you, then 
vou are in Danger of Deluſion and Ent ha- 
%. but not if you build your Faith upon the 
Word as your Warrant. 
Object. 3. But if the Word without me be the 
Warrant ef Faith, and the Spirit within be the 
Worker ol Faith, what if I take Hold of the War- 
rant of the Word without the Spirit taking Hold 
of me, as the Worker of Faith within me? A. 
Thar is impoſſible: For where a Soul takes H 
of Chriſt, and his Love and Grace revea led in the 
Word, and upon the Warrant of God's Word to it 
{elf in particular, it neceſſarily preſuppoſes the 
Spirit preſent in that Word, opening up to the 
Soul the particular W nne 0 
PIR | ey 


xz, bg, 


(6) 
Love of Chriſt in that Word, and ſecretly. and 
powerfully drawing the Soul to apply it; and 
yer ſo inſenſibly may that Power be exerted, that 
the Soul feels nothing till afterwards, After ye. 
belli cved, ye were ſeated. There may indeed be 
Joy and Peace in believing; but Faith, tho' it 
may be attended with Joy and pn * | 
ing, yet it is not grounded upon any Thing but 
— Word, or the Love and Grace % Chriſt re- 
vealed in the Word: Even as a Houſe may be 
built with Lime and Sand, and Clay, but it is 
not founded upon it. 1. 2 4232 
Object. 4. But muſt not Chriſt be revealed in- 
to the Heart? and is there not a ſeeing of the 
Son, in order to believing in him? And there- 
hy ſome — Work 725 DOT. _ 
is particular Application of Faith. An There 
is a Sight of ſpiritual Knowledge and Illumina- 
tion that is neceſſary to Faith, and goes indeed 
before it; but there is a Sight of ſpirtual Expe- 
rience and Senſation, that is not neceſſary: to 
Faith, but follows after it. The former is that 
Revelation of Chriſt into the Heart that Paul 
ſpeaks of, He revealed his Son in me; and 
ſeeing of the Son that is neceſſary, in or- 
der to beheving in him. Faith comes by hear- 
ing, not by feeling; and fo believing in Chriſt 
comes by ſeeing him in the Word, and not firſt 
by feeling him in the Heart, Chriſt is not for- 
med in the Heart by the Spirit, till once he be 
revealed in the Heart by the Word. And ſo it 
is not the Spirit's ſealing Work giving an inter- 
nal Feelinp of Chriſt, but the Spirit's teaching 
Work, giving the internal Revelation of Chriſt, 
that is neceſſary ro*Farth, - eb 
4 | Object. 


--- velation of Chriſt, and have Chriſt 


Od jekt. 3. But what if Iwantthiginternal Re 


ed to me, and not revealed in me, have I in that 
Caſe any Warrant to believe? Anuſ. (1.) Tho? 
Chriſt revealed in you-is neceffary to the wor- 
king of Faith; yet Chriſt revealed to you in the 
Word, is all that is neceſſary to the warranting 
of Faith: And therefore, (2.) Since it is not 
Chriſt ſpeaking in the Heart, but Chriſt ſpeak- 
ing in the Word that is the Ground and War- 
rant of Faith; if you build your Faith and Hope 
upon the Love and Grace of Chriſt revealed to 
you in particular, you have no Ground to doubt 
Chriſt is revealed in you: Therefore, in 
ſeeking for a Foundation and Greund of Faith, 
never pore upon yourſelf, or what you feel, or 
what the Spirit works in you; but rather hear 
what the Spirit ſays to you, He that hath Ears 
to Hear, let him hear what the Spirit ſays tothe 
Churches. If you hear what the Spirit tays to you 
of the Love of Chriſt, and believe it with Ap. 
plication 'as revealed 20 you, then you may be 
ture he is revealed in you: And upon the War- 
rant of his Word, thus revealing his Love to 
you, you, thro' Grace, may apply it to yourſelf with 
a me, me, He loved me, aud gave himſelf for me. 
The Third general Head I . wer was, To 
name the Reaſons why Faith * this appro- 
py Property: And here 1 ſhall ſhew, 1ff. 
Why it #5 fo, that Faith hath this applying Pro- 
perty, ; and, 2dly. Why it muſt be to, or the Ne- 
ceſſity of it. yn 
As to the former of theſe, Faith hath this ap- 
plying Property, (1.) Becauſe Faith is an uniting 
Grace that unites the Soul to Chriſt, Fpb. iii. 
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17. As it comes from him, ſo it leads the So 23 


to him, and cannot ſtay away from him, nor reſt 


till it make cloſe Application to him. God the 


Giver of Faith hath given it this Office of join- | 


ing the Soul to Jeſus; and therefore, in the Day 
of - believing, Sinners are brought to ſay, Come, 
and let us join ourſelves to the Lord; 
euerlaſting Covenant ſhall. not be forgotten, 
as the Words may be read, Fer. I. 5. Some 
drawing Virtue is let out from that Covenant 
between God and Chriſt, that draws out the 
Soul's Conſent to that Bargain, and ſo to take 
on with Jeſus as the glorious Lover, that pro- 
poſes ſuch a bleſſed Bargain as himſelf to it: O! 
it is a good Bargain for me! | 
(2.) Becaule Faith takes up the Warrant and 


_ Ground it hath to build upon, it reads the Go- 


ſpel as a Love-Letter, ſaying, There is a Letter 
from Heaven, and it is backed for me, indorſed 
for me: It ſays, To thee, to thee is the Word of 


this Salvation ſent; and therefore I may alſo 


lay, To me, to me it is ſent; He loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me. 1:68 

( $1. £0 takes up the Fitneſs and Suitable- 
neſs between Chriſt and the Soul's Caſe ; and 
therefore makes particular Application. Aseyer 
a Plaiſter was fuited to a Sore, or a Remedy 
ſuited to a Malady ; ſo Chrift is ſuited to the 


Sinner's Caſe ; and Faith diſcerns this, and ſays, 


There is Wiſdom for a- Fool like me, there is 
Righteouſneſs for a guilty Soul like me, Sanctifica- 


tion for a filthy Soul like me, Redemption for 


loſt and miſerable me; there is Light for dark 
me, and Life for dead me, and Liberty for bond 


me : 


| 
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4.) Faith's particular Application flows from 
the A h of the Spirit of Faith mixing it- 
elk with the Word, to make Application of 


Chriſt's Redemption, © 'Tho' the external Reve- 


lation fixes the Duty of believing, and all have 
an equal Warrant to believe in Jeſus; yet ſuch 
is the e e rm of God toward ſome, 
that he opens up t 

larly, and cauſes them make particular Appli- 


cation thereof to themſelves, and to believe What 
others have as fair a revealed Warrant to be- 
lieve as they have : For tho' this powerful co- 


ming of the Spirit is neceſſary to work Faith; 
yet nothing elſe but the Word is neceſſary to 


warrant Faith, and to be the Ground of it: 


Yea, in pure believing, the Spirit makes the 


Soul build upon nothing but the Word, Faith 
may be confirmed afterward by the feeling and 
ſealing of the Spirit, as I ſaid already; but in 


nothing does the Power of the Spirit more ex- 
ert itſelf in the Day of believing, than in brin 

ing the Soul to be denyed to all internal Peel. 
ings, and to reject all other Grounds of Faith 
than what is propoſed in the Word of Grace 5 
Let every one therefore cry for the Spirit of 
Faith, who is to be received in the hearing of 


Faith. There is a paſſive receiving of the Spi- 
rit, even as dry Ground receives a Shower of 


Water from the Clouds; this is neceſſary for 
the working of Faith where it is not, and ex- 
citing it where if is: And there is an actiue re- 


ceiving of the Spirit after Faith, of which it is 
faid, Received ye rhe 7 Ghoſt ſinse ye be. 


lieved? 
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e Warrant to them particu- 
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, When 
jeved? and of hich alſo it is er ; 
ved, ye were ſealed with the holy Spiri 


of the Spirit, or the Spirit coming as the Spirit of 
Faith, that would make a happy believing and 
applying Time among us, by making us to: liſten 
to the Voice of Chriſt in the Word, and hear 
him only, of whom the Father ſays, This #5 
my beloved Son, &c, hear ye- him. 

2dly, Why is it neceflary that Faith have this 
applying Property, applying the Love of Chriſt 
as revealed in the Goſpel with a me, me, of par- 
_ ticular Appropriation ? Why, it is neceflary on 
many Accounts, (1.) It is neceſſary to. Juſtifica- 
tion. Faith doth not juſtify but in a Way of 
applying and appropriating the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt to itſelf, ſaying as it is Jaiab xlv. 24. 
Surely in the Lord have I Rig liteouſueſs; and 

hence the Name of Chrift, in whom we are ju- 
ſtified, is a Name of Appropriation, Fer. xxiii. 
6. The Lord our E which, in the 
fingular Number, when Faith is acted perſonal- 
ly and particularly, is, The Lord my 5 
neſs. The juſtifying Blood of Chriſt muſt be 
ſprinkled on the Conſcience by a particular Ap- 


5 of Faith; and it does not juſtify if it 
not a propriated, no. more than a Plaiſter can 
heal unleſs it be applied. It muſt be applied 
with a ne, me, He loved me, and gave himſelf 
JOY me. 7 . 

17.9 It is neceſſary unto Sanctification. Chriſt 
is made of God to us not only Righteouſneſs, but 
alſo Sanctification; and he is (ſays Faith) made 
of God to me Sanctification: And hence it is 
the Language of Faith, In the Lord have I 


—_— 


t of Pro- 
miſe. Now it: is the former, the paſſive Reception 


c 


TRE... 2 | 
Syrengeh, as well «as; Righroouſneſs.."In kin 


. there 1s Strepgth for 2 lays Faith; and with- 


out this applying and appropriating of the 
Strength and Grace that 1e Sarltdees 


we cannot be ftrung in the Lord, or ſtrong in 


he Grace that is in Chriſt Feſus.- © 


3.) It is neceſſary to. Conſolation. All the 


Comfort we have in the Love of Chriſt) is in the 
Application of it, He Joved me. All the Com- 
fort that iſſues from his Death, is in the Appli- 
ration of it, He gave himſelf for me. Take a- 


way this me, or this Appropriation of Chriſt, 


and you take away Comfort: And hence the 
more cloſely that Faith acts upon Chriſt, the more 
Ay for belteving awe rejoice with Foy 
| nn And hence alſo the more Unbe- 
lief prevails, 8 away the Grace and Love 
of Chriſt, ſaying, O it is not for me, this Pro- 
— is not to me, the more Diſeouragement pre- 
(.) It is neceſſary to Peace, Quiet and Reſt, 
Come to me all ye that are weary, and Tl give 
you Reſt. Being. juſifed by Faith, ae have 
Pence with God. In me ye ſhall haue Peace, 
fays Chriſt, in Way of applying me, and ap- 
Yropriating me to yourſelves, ye ſhall have Peace. 
eace with God is a ſafe Garriſon in the Time 


of outward Trouble: But take away the me, 


me of Faith, and you undermine the 
you blow up the Peace of the Soul. To 
6. Ir is neceſſary unto Boldneſs in approach- 
ing to God, we have Boldneſs to enter into the 
Holieſt by the Blood of Feſus ; and the Boldneſs 
of Faith flows from the applying Quality of it. 
Faith walks on „ if it did not keep 
9204 n its 


: 


* 


Ti Believer deſpiſes its Frowns and Flatterigs 


ö 0 a 4 
N | 


its Ferk **. Gre. it could not come 
bo Idly apt © 
(6. 5 It is neceſſary unto evidential Aſſurance, os 
which is the Fruit of Faith. 2 8 pplying 
Quality with a me, me, founded upon the Wor 
is fiducial Aſſurance, which is * wy Nature 
of Faith grounded upon 1 Word : But Faith's 
Reflection upon itſelf, upon the Work of 
God within one, is 1 at jr ſſurance. And 
this cannot be without the former, no more than 
there can be true Evidences of Faith 8 Faith 
itfelf. When a Man can once ſay, b oy the Aſſu- 
rance of Fai gripping to the Word, He loved 
me, then he may come in due Time to be able 
to ſay, hy e of Senſe, I fee] his Love 
hoe in my Breaſt and warming my Heart 3 
After ye believed, ye were ſeale | 
(7.) It is neceflary unto Victory, ſpiritual Vic 
Rory, And 1ſt. It is neceſſary to our, Victory 
over the Devil; for the more cloſely we apply 
Chriſt. to — Hal the more © powerfully do we 
Fan and drive off the Devil. The Shield of 
aith quenches his fiery Darts. This applying 
Faith takes in Chriſt to, itſelf, and then leſtroys 
the Works of the Devil. Chriſt for us did it 


once, and Chriſt in us does it again. 2dly. It is 


neceflary to our Victory over the World: For 
this is the Victory whereby e overcome the 
TVorld, as well as r he * of this World, even 
our Faith, and particularly Raich as ĩt appro 

ates his Lore. Oh! when it ſees and a oper 


a oa: feeds 77 the Love of Chriſt, how, oth it 


ſpiſe the World, and wauld not give a Glan 
a is Love for all the Glory of the World ? 


both, 


him; whereas when n 
not a Grip of Chriſt by 


aith, they grip to the 


World, and the World grips to them, and over- 


ry over the Fleſh, and over Sin and Corruption; 


far as we believe the Love of Chriſt to our 


ſelves, ſo far we hate and loath Sin; the Love of 


Chriſt cats out the Love of Sin; ſo far as the 
Love of Chriſt is believed, ſo far is the Lobe of 


Sin baniſhed, for Sin loſes its Dominion while 


ave are not under the Ram, which is the 
Strength of Sin, but under Grace and Love, 


which is the Deſtruction of Gin. Why does Sin 
prevail ſo much, but becauſe we believe the Love 


of Chriſt ſo little. 45. R is neceſſary alſo to 


Victory over Death; let Death appear in all irs 


moſt dreadful Shapes, yet, by this particular Faith 

of Chriſt's Love, we will be able to ſay, O Dearh, 
avhere is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy 
Victory? The Sting of Death #5 Sin, and the 
Strength of Sin is the Lato: Nut thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the Victory through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. Oh! when Unbelict pre- 
yails, N out, O! I fear he hath not loved 
me; 1 — — of his Love to me, I doubt of his 
Promiſe, if it be to me, how can that Soul ſtand 


ore Death? The Fear of Death overeomes 
im; but when Faith applies the Love of Chriſt, 


and the Promiſe ſealed with the Blood of Chriſt, 
then it overcomes all the Fear of Death, and o- 
vercomes by.the Blood of the Lumb. 

(.) This applying Faith faying me, me, with 
the Apoſtle here, is ny Service, and 


to the right. Diſcharge of Duties, Prey 
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| na Shapes] and Praiſe, Oc. namely, that we 
may ſerve the Lord without Alaviſh- Fear, Luke 
1. 74. That we, being delivered our of the 
Hands of our Enemiꝭs, mi ht ſe ſerve him — 
out Fear, im Holineſs and Rig hteo ee 
bim D 1 
chearful Giver, a - chenifat! Servant. Doubts and 
Fears of Unbelief make very unheartſome and 
1 Hut the more nee the-Faith 
of the Love of God in Chriſt'is; the more lo- 
e . It Se axes Sake Il 
9.) It 1s N anto as we as 
unto Service. Who is the Chriſti, that will 
take joyf! 22 ling of hit Goods, and 
ſuffer joyfu Name of Chriſt? Even 
he tht hack, the moſt lively Faith of -Chriſt's 
loving him unto Sufferings and Dearh, ſa ng, 
He. loved me, and gave himſelf for me, 
how ough ht I to lobe him, and give mylelf, my 
Life for him, through his Grace? W may be 
Lalled to Satfcring; Bat! it muſt be given us; and 
it is he that gives to believe, who muſt give to 
ſuffer, and he gives to ſuffer by giving to be= 
lieve; for by Faith we chuſe, with ' Moſes, to 
aer Afiiftion arith the People f God, ra- 
rer than to enjoy the Plea aer of L for a 
Seaſon. And the more cloſely Faith Narri the 
Love of Chriſt, the more pen is it to ſuffer; 
and the more doubtfully it views his Love, the 
more backward and nn to ſuffer for him. 
>(20.) It is neceſſary unto Growth in all the 
other Graces of the Spirit: For ur dy wen The 
Grace of Loye will Ang row, but e Faith 
of his Love; We love him Fnouſe b De firſt lo- 
ved us. * Grace of Humility and true Hu- 
miliation 


C25 . 
miliation doth not 2 
ating Faith of his Love, and of. — moves 
venting through Chellt; ret xvi. ut. Tha 
thou mayeſt — and-be confounded; and 
never open Thy Mouth any+ more, becauſe - 
thy Shame, ben I an pactfied- towards thee 
1 all that thun haſt done; The Faith of God's 
-pacified in Chriſt, a loving and well-plea- 
104 in Chriſt, ſhames the Soul, and humbles 
it to the Duſt. The Grace of Patience does not 
grow but upon this Root. We bear all Things 
— ſuffer Chaſtiſement Rindly, while we believe: 
that he chaſtiſes not in Wrath, but in Love, Sc. 


(11 .) Iris necefſiry untb Perſeverince: Hende, 


fays - Chriſt, As the Father hath. loved me, Je 
as T hoved you; conti nue e in my Love; 
timating, that the particular: Faith of his Lang 
and of the Firmneſs, Greatneſs, and Duration 
thereof; like that between him and his Father: 
is a ſtrong Root of Perſeverance, and continuing 
in his Love. Our Love to him, and Perſeve- 
rance in the Duties of- Love to him, is up and 
down, ebbs and flows with the believing Perſwa⸗ 
fion of his Love. 

_ +, (2.) It isneteflar unto our preſervatiou from 
the Errors and Defections of the Times, and to 
our Excitation to any zealous Appearanee for 

Chriſt; This particular Faith of 's Love 
is a notable Fence againſt Errors that-abound 1 
the Day we hve in: For as the moſt Part re- 
ceive — the Love of rhe Truth that they might. 
be ſaved, and are given up to 7 Fr Deluſſons, to 

believe a Lie; 10 when the Truth is received in 

Love, and Chriſt, the Center of all Truth, em 
braced in Lovey it makes tlie Soul ſtand out 


againſt 


: -f1 
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an _ ain, O1 ſhall 3 
the Truth, who have got the Faith and - 

of the Love of Chritt therein? 


BEV It is a notable Fence againſt the Apoſtaſy of 


the Times: Wil ye alſo go away ? ſaid Chriſt 
t his Diſciples; ye to w have manife- 
Red myſelf and my Love, as 1 have not ma- 
— myſelf to the World. No, no, To who ñ 
8 ? aid” Peter, thou haſt the Words 
. of Life; intimating, that the Faith of 
Lis Word of Grace was a Cord to bind them to 
| 1 and to ner In: om A. 
3 
his partcul ar Faith would alſo excite to a 
ante I. Publick Religion is only right 
ded when it ſtands u rſonal 83 
al Acquaintance wit ich Chriſt, and the pa 
ticular Faith of his Love. They that can oy 
believingly, He loved me, will endeavour to ſay 
it practically, ſhewing their Faith by their Love, 
and ſhewing their Love by their Zeal. Love is 
the Fire, and Zeal is the Flame; they will ſhew 
the Fire by the Flame. 
In a Word, It is neceſſary in all theſe Parti« 
culars, for reaching the great End of glorifying 
God, and enjoying him. When we are ſtrong 
in the Faith, we give Glory to God; and eſpe- 
cially when we believe againſt Unbelief, by 
83 bis Love to us as revealed in the Word, | 
2 all Objections to the - from other 
nds: But we diſhonour him, by unbelieving 
. — of his Kindneſs, and by diſcrediting 
is Word, denying both his Mercy and Truth. 
Again, The more cloſely we cleave to him nt 
this applying Faith, the more fully do we en- 


joy 


wa . 
Joy him, for this Faith is a drawing near to hin; 
whereas the Oppoſite, Unbelief, is a departing 
from him, Heb. iii. 12. I come now to the 
Fourth and laſt Thing propoſed, which was; 
To make Application. Is it the Property of 
true Faith, to entertain the giving 8 of 
Chriſt, declared in the 1 hs with a me, me, 
by particular Application? Hence fee, (1.) The 
Danger and Diſadvantage of Unbelief: It rejects 
the Grace and Love of Chriſt, ſaying, It is not 
to me. It rejects the Gift of God, and the great 
Salvation, ſaying, It is too great for me, it is too 
for me, I muſt reſolve to want it; for I 
am not meet for it, and it is not meet for me. 
Oh dangerous Caſe? He that believeth not, hath 
made God a Liar. 3x 
(2.) See the Excellency and 8 of 
Faith and believing. It takes home Chriſt and 
all his Grace and Fulneſs to itſelf, ſaying, O! 
here is a Treaſure for me, here is a Portion for 
me, a good Bargain for me: However unlove- 
ly I am, yet here is a wonderful Lover and Suitor 
| for me; * evidenced his Love for me, by giving 
himſelf for me; he is evidencing his Love to me, in 
giving himſelf in this Geſpel- offer to me; it wel- 
comes Chrift and his Love, ſaying, He loved me. 
(3.) Hence ſee the Danger of that legal Do- 
ctrine, that obſtructs this particular Application 
of Faith, by bringing in ſo many Terms and 
Conditions neceſſary, in order to be the Ground 
and Foundation of Faith's Perfwaſion, — 
either ſome Work done by People, or ſome Work 
wrought in them, to be the Ground of Confi- 
dence with Reference oF Love of _ 3 
thus 
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thus leading People in to themſclves for a Foun- 


dation of Faith: And hence few or none can, by 


their Doctrine, ſee any Ground to apply the 
Love vf Chriſt to themſelves, becauſe they can- 
not ſte any Ground in themſelves, where indeed 
they ought not to ſeek it: That legal Spirit is 
too natural to all Mank ind, and hath little Need 
to be furthered by legal Docttinee. 
( 4.) Hence ſee alto the Darkneſs that obſcures 
many Goſpel-· Sermons, even among theſe who are 
otherwiſe evangelical, yet in this they are bemi- 
ſted, that they cannot take up any Aſſurance or 
Pertuaſion in the Matter of Faith, diſtinct from 
tha: Aſſurance of Senſe which follows after Faith; 
nor take up the Aſſurance, Application, and Ap- 
propriation of Faith, grounded upon the Word 
of God, which is the Duty of all that hear the 
Goſpel, diſtinct from the Aſſurance of Senſe, 
founded upon the Work of God, which is the 
Privilege of Believers at Times. How milera- 
bly do many confound. the Grounds of Faith 
with the Marks of Faith ? and ſo ſhut the Door 
of Faith, many Times, againſt all that have not 
the Evidences of Faith; and, through Miſtake 
of the Golpel-Method of Salvation, ſometimes 
> make the Marks and Evidences of Faith in them 
that have believed, to be ſo many Lets and Hin- 
drances to the Faith of them that never believed, 
as if they ought nat to believe the Love and 
Grace of revealed in the Word, unleſs they 
have theſe Marks: Whereas Sinners are warranted 
to build upon theGrounds of Faith that are with- 
out them in the Word, tho'they can ſee no Marks 
of Faith within them; for to build upon mls 
| altho* 


e 
altho' they had them, would be a Building of 


Senſe, and not a Building of Faith. 


ee ent be, nay be improved by 


Way of Examination : Try, Whether or not you 
have been ever brought to this particular Appli- 
cation of Faith, or to the Me," Nie, that is here 
ſpoken of, He loved me &c. If to, then, (i.) 

he Time hath been, when the Wrath revealed 
in the Law hath been applied particularly to you, 


and by you. . Have you ever believed the-Curſe 


ard Threatening of the Law, faying, Curſed is 
every one that conti nueth not in al Things 
written in the Book of the Law to do them? 
Have you believed, that with a e, Me, laying, 
Jam the Man, I am the Perſon, the finful, m1- 
ſerable, guilty Perſon, that, by Sin, am expoſed 
to 18 Wrath, and, What ſpall Ido to 5 a- 
(z.) The Time hath been, wherein the Love 
and Grace reveal'd in the Goſpel, hath been ap- 
plied particularly to you and by you, ſo far as to 
give you the Hope of Relief from the Law- Sen- 
tence of Condemnation, and to draw your Heart 
to a particular Acceptance of Chriſt, as offered in 
the Goſpel to you, for Salvation from Sin, and 
Deliverance. from the Wrath to come. This im- 
orts the Ae, Me in the Text, even tho' you 
Fave not been able, in expreſs Terms, to {ay it in 
the Words of the Apoſtle, He loved me, &c. 
(3.) Are the Defects of this Faith grievous to 
you? is ar uneaſy to you, that you cannot out 
with the Me, Me ? Do you find it Matter of Grief 
to you, that, through Unbelief, you ſhould ſo 
much doubt of his Love to you; and Matter of 
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Joy to you, when you get kindly Views of him, 
and can ſay, with the Apoſtle, he loved me : Know 


you what it is to believe his Love, even when you 


do not feel it ? That is, when you want the joy- 
ful Senſe of his Love, yet, you hope in his Word, 
and hang upon it, ſaying, I believe, Lord, help 
my Unbelief : This argues particular Applicati- 
on of Faith. Know you what it is, notwithſtan- 
ding of the Power and Prevalence of Sin, yet to 
maintain ſome Hope againſt Hope, becauſe his 
Word endureth for ever, and his Love endureth 
for ever; and therefore you are encouraged to re- 
turn again and again to your firſt Love: This im- 
ports and includes in it the Heart-ſaying, he lo- 
ved me, eyen tho? you dare not come out with it. 
(4.) Is your publick Religion founded upon 
erlonal Religion? Publick Religion and Con- 
cern for the Ark of God, and the Work of God, 
and the Cauſe of Chriſt, and his Truth and Re- 
formation Principles is very proper and neceſſary 
in a Day wherein Truth is fallen in the Streets. 
It is fit to appear for Chriſt, eſpecially, when 
Princes and Parliaments are againſt him, when 
Courts and Judicatories are againſt him, then we 
ſhould cleave to him, and to theſe that are en- 
engaged in witneſſing Work for him. But yet, 
before our — Religion can be probative or 
2 of our true Love to Chriſt, it will be 


ounded upon perſonal Religion, perſonal Ac- 
quaintance with Chriſt, per onal Concern about 
his Love to you, and particular Faith of his Love 
conſtraining you to that Appearance for him. 
Happy is the Soul, that can ſay, he loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me ; therefore it becomes me 
8 of | to 
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io love him, his Name, his Truth, his Cauſe 
and Intereſt, and to give myſelf for him, to act 


and do for him, to ſuffer for him, to ſuffer Shame 
and Reproach for him, to ſuffer Loſſes and Croſ-— 
ſes, the ſpoiling of my Goods, if he call me 
to it; yea, and Death itſelf for him. A publick 
Religion of this Sort, flowing from the Faith of 
his Love is a practical Saying, He loved me, and 


gave himſelf for me. | 


* Thirdly; The Doctrine may be applied by wa 
Firk, 2 Net — 
are Unbelievers, and never came to make Appli- 
cation of Chriſt to themſelves, and are Strangers 
to this appropriating Faith. O Sinner! If you 
know yourſelf to be ſo, and have any Need of a 
Saviour? come to him by Faith, applying him 
to yourſelf in particular, with a Me, Me, of ſpe- 
cial Appropriation. | In order to this, I propoſe 
two Things to your Conſideration, | 
(.) Confider, in what Capacity you ought to 
view yourſelf, when applying this giving Love of 
Chriſt with a Me, Me, to yourſelf in particular, 
It is in the View of your being a Sinner, that you 
are to make this Application: For while we were 
yet Sinners, Chriſt died for the ungodly, and 
Chriſt died to ſave Sinners; and therefore it is 
as a Sinner, not as a Saint, that you muſt view 
this Love, ſaying, He loved me a Sinner, me a 
moſt unlovely Creature, me an Object of Hatred 
and Abhorrence. Unbelief makes a quite contra- 
ry Improvement of this View, ſaying, O! this 
Love cannot be to me: It muſt be Saints and ho- 
ly Perſons and good Folks, that can ſay, he loved 
me. Nay, but ſays Faith, He came not to 2 
ef; Tie 
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ve Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance ; and 
his Name, as a Saviour, relates to Sinners: and, 
in this Goſpel, he is manifeſting his teaching Love 
to blind ignorant Sinners, his pardoning Love, to- 
ward guilty Sinners, and his conquering Love 
toward captive Sinners, and ſuch an one am I: 
Therefore, as a Sinner of that Sort, I'll venture 
on this Love, and conclude, He loved me. A- 
gain, it is in the View of being, not only a Sin- 
der, but a chief Sinner, that the Soul applies this 
Love; for Chriſt came to ſave Sinners, of whom - 
Jam chief, I was a Blaſphemer, a Perſecuter 
and #njurious : yet, He loved me, ſays Paul, for 
I obtained Mercy, notwithſtanding what I was, 
and what I am, for the Goſpel makes'no Exce- 
ption, Feſus Chreſt came to ſave Sinners, and ſo 
proclaims his Good ui towards Men. Here al- 
fo Unbelief ftarts up, ſaying, no doubt, if Sin- 
ners may apply this Love and Grace to them- 
ſel ves, yet not fſuch Sinners as T am; not ſuch a 
guilty Sinner, ſuch a filthy Sinner, ſuch a black 
Sinner, ſuch a bloody Sinner, ſuch a backſliding 
Sinner, that have returned again unto Folly. Nay, 
but ſays Fairy, if he ſaid to me, when I was in 
my Blood, Live, and loved me, when I was in 
my Blood before, and made me accept of his Love- 
offer, and ſay, he loved me; May I not again 
venture upon his Grace and Love, when his 
Love is a- new manifeſted in this Word of Grace 
to me, and fo take it Home to my ſelf with a 
Me Me ? The greater my Sins are, the greater 
is his Love to me, and the more will I ſay, 
with Admiration and Aſtoniſnment, He loved 
me, even me, the blackeſt, me the vileſt, * a 
44 un- 
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Run- away, mea Rebel, me a e A Ws a 
Monſter! 

(0 Ceed jm what ar apacity youreniſhe wel 
view Chriſt, in order to han ho os Act of 
Faith; you are to view. him as one: in hom is 
all Divine Fulneſs for the Behalf of poor:miferable 
Sinners; Fulneb, not for himſelf, but for yon: 
Say not, What 1s it to me, that he is fo full e 
Yea, it is for thee. Pal. viii. 18. ¶ receiv- 
ed Gifts for Men, even for the Rebtilious, Nc. 
And the Reaſon of His communicating that Ful. 
nes, is his own free Graca: He hath Meroy, be- 
cauſe he hath Mercy. You are to view him as. 
one, whoſe Glory and Perfection it is to give out 
2 and his Fulneſs ; for he is exalted:7o. 
give Repentance and. Remiſfton of Sins. Thus, 
it is his Honour and Exaltation to give out Grace. 
There is a two- fold Glory of Chriſt; the Glory 

of his Perſon as the 8on of God, and the Glory 
of his Office as Mediator; the former is infinite- 
ly complete, ee of no Diminution or Aug- 
— unchangeably the ſame for ever 
and ever; but the Glory and Perfection of his 
Office, as Mediator, is ſtill more and more com- 
plete, the more Sinners he receives, and the more 
Grace he gives out: Hence the Church is called: 
his Fulneſs; and hence Saints are called the 
Glory of Chriſt; and hence, Chriſt is ſaid to 
be glorifel in them; and n xvi. 14. The 
Spirit (lays Chriſt) faall and ral ow me; for be 
ſhall receive of mine, an it unto. 
you. 
5 You are to view him, as one, not only ready 
and willing to receive Sinners that come to him, 
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and welcoming them in coming and 2pplying hin 
ng Faith; 


to themſelves by a particular appropriati 
but alſo rejoicing in nothing more heartily, and 


delighting in nothing more ſweetly, than in Sin- 
ners their coming to him, and matching with him: 


This is what he rejoiced in the Thoughts of from 
Eternity, Prov. viii. 30, 31. His Joy is freſh, 


when the Sinner is actually eſpouſed to him. 


Song iii. 11. Jaiah liii. 11. Yea, he delights and 
rejoices in this Eſpouſals for ever; as he rejoiced 
in the Thoughts of it from Eternity; ſo he will 
do ſo unto Eternity; Hoſe 11. 9. The Eſpouſals 
are everlaſting. . Sgt : = 
You are to view him as one, that hath no Will 


to take a Refuſal at the Sinner's Hand ; and that 
will admit of no Excuſe to hinder your coming 


to him, and clofing with him for thy ſelf, as a 
Match for thee, or to hinder his accepting of thee : 
W hat is it that will hinder ? Is it the kecbug Law ? 
No, he hath fulfilled it; yea, magnified the Law, 
and made it honourable. Is it offended Juſtice 2? 
No, he hath fatisfied Juſtice, and therefore God 
ſays, I have found a Ranſom. Is it outward 
Meanneſs and Baſeneſs? No, tho' you be clothed 
with Rags, if thou haſt a Mind for Chriſt, he 
will accept of thee; for, to the Poor the Goſpel 
is preached : See 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28. Is it in- 
ward Blackneſs and Deformity? No, T ho* you 
have lyen among the Pots, ye ſhall be as the 
Wings of a Dove, covered with Silver, and her 
Feathers with yellow Gold: See Tſainh i. 18. 


Jſaiab xliii. 24, 25, Iſai ab lui. 17, 18. Chriſt 


marries none, becauſe they are not Sinners, but to 
take away their Sin. Is it former Retalals of 
him? 
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7 No; tho“ thou haſt deſpiſed many gracions 
rs, ſee Prov. 1. 21, 22, 23. They refuſed 
long, and were long Scorners. How long, ye 
Scorners, will ye * in Korning? &c. Turn 


ye at ny Reproof : Behold, T will pour out my 
Spirit unto 5 u, Iwill make known my Words 
unto you. Is it any Backſliding, or Revolting 
of thine from him, after ſome kindly working 
Heart toward him? No, ſee Fer. iii. 1, 12. Is 
it that he never ſaved the like of you, and that 
there is no Sinner like you ? No, no, for there is 
none like him, for a Saviour; Who is like unto 
zbe God of Feſurun ? Yea, What if your Vile- 
neſs and Unworthineſs qualify you for him? as 
one ſaid, „ My Wants and Unworthineſs qualify 
t me for Chriſt” „ 5 
FSecondly, A Word to theſe that have attained 
this appropriating Faith, which hath in its Na- 
ture this Property of applying Chriſt with a Me; 
Me : He loved me, &. Have you win to make 
this Application upon the Ground of the Word 
of Grace ? Then, O Believer ! (1.) Be very thank- 
ful, Tell me, when you was under a Senſe of 
Sin, a Fear of Hell and Wrath? What would 
you have given for the Thing, you now partake 
of, and was your Reſolution, in caſe God ſhould 
eliver you from your Bonds of Fear and Dread ? 
Therefore now, perform your Vows of Gratitude, 


and glorify God. For this End he made Hea- - 


ven and Earth, and every Creature, that he 
might get Glory : And ought 8 eſpecially - 
to glorily him, not only in your Heart, but alſo 
in your Life and Walk. (2.) Be very humble, 
for who made you to differ? Know you not, that 
ys EL Thow .* 


* 


482) | 
Thouſands and Millions are going to Hell, every 

Day, who ate in many Reſpects better than you? 
Yet, out of Sovereign Grace you are catched, as a 
Brand out of the Burning ; and they are paſſed by, 
without ever getting Grace to improve the War- 
rant they have of applying Chrift to themſelves 
py Faith for their Salvation. (3.) Be very a- 
Alive in making Progreſs ; know that your Salva- 
tion is but begun, and all is not over: You have 
much Work a-do, a great Warfare to accompliſh; 
therefore preſs forward, forgetting the Things 
that are behind, let your Faith work by Love. 
g.) Be very conſcientious, that you may be in 
Caſe to ſay, herein do I exerciſe my ſelf, to keep 
a Conſcience void of Offence toward God and to- 
arard Man. This will be a continual Feaſt, and 
Faith will be evidenced and furthered this Way. 
(J.) Take Care, that you never miſconftru&t the 
Providence of God, however hard and trying, 
knowing, that whatever his outward Diſpenſati- 
ons be, yet he is ſtill the ſame, and his Word the 
fame, Beware of putting harſh Commentaries 
upon his Dealings and Diſpoſals. Have you be- 
Jieyed his Love with particular Application upot 
the Ground of his own Word of Grace ? Then 
let his Word of Grace and Promiſe be the Rule 
of your judging of his Love, and not any Altera- 
tion of your inward Frame or outward Lot. 
(5.) Endeavour to maintain your Relation to him, 
eyen under all dark Providences, Hidings and De- 

ſertions, ſaying, My God, my God, even when 
ou have Occafion to ſay, Why haſt thou for ſa- 
= me? ( T4 Live near your Strength, and let 
the Life you live be by the Faith of the _ of 
| pd a 
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5 God; He that abideth in me, and Tin bin, 


and gave himſelf for me. 
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bringeth forth much Fruit. Renounce all Con- 


fidence in the Fleſh, and in every Piece of Duty: 
Go in his Strength for Aſſiſtance, making Men- 


tion of his Righteouſneſs, and his only for Ac- 


ceptance, and thus maintain the Life of Faith 


that is begun. (S.) Let it be your Care and Stu- 
dy to get others called effectually, as well as you; 
endeavour to call them out of Darkneſs by your 


9 ſhining Light; Let your Light ſbine before 
— particularly, endeavour to open up © | 


them: A 
the Grounds of Faith to them, that they may ſee 
what Ground they have, as well as you, to make - 


particular Application of Chrift to themſelves, 


and to embrace him for their Salvation. If you 
have been brought to a Me, Me, He loved me, 


cc. You'll defire alſo, that others may partake _ 
with you, becauſe there is enough in him for them 


and you both. f PREG 
In a Word, plead the Promiſe of the Spirit for 
caufing you to walk in his Statutes, and enabling 
you to continue in the Faith; and in this appli- 
catory Way of believing his Love, that fo his 
Love may conſtrain you to his Service; and that 
the Joy of the Lord w__ be your Strength, while 
you ſtand to it by Faith, ſaying, He Joved me, 


FINIS. 
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